EW PREPARATIONS. 








Vol. 3. 


Detroit, November 15, 1879, 


No. 11. 








Original Communications. 





Obesity—A Few Thoughts on its Na- 
ture and Treatment. 


A Paper read before the Wayne County Medical Society, 
By J. J. MuLueron, M. D., Detroit, Mich. 


HE quite common occurrence of that abnor- 
mal condition known as obesity taken in 
connection with the abhorrence which is 
generally entertained regarding it, and the 
scarcity of literature on the subject, induces 

the belief that what is here offered may not be 
received with disfavor. 

It is a fact to which no one can close his eyes 
that the many advantages, amenities and luxuries 
of civilized and enlightened communities are not 
unmixed goods, but that they are alloyed with 
much that is tended to lead us to inquire whether, 
after all, they are for the good of the race. The 
means whereby ease and comfort are secured are 
too often so perverted and abused as to entail pain 
and discomfort. Many facts might be drawn from 
every-day life in demonstration of this assertion, 
but for the present, let that furnished by obesity, 
or an abnormal accumulation of adipose, suffice. 
The physical degeneration, and to a certain extent 
also, the mental, of a people dates from its indul- 

ence in luxuries. History furnishes numerous 
illustrations of this proposition, and in our own 
day the lithe muscular form, and active graceful 
motion of the savage is in marked contrast with 
the condition of men under the influences and 
habits of refined society. A fat, corpulent Indian, 
for instance, in his native state, with pendulous 
abdomen and Falstaffian circumference would be a 
monstrosity; but when he is brought under his 
white brother’s sway, corpulence even to obesity 
not unfrequently deforms him. 

These hints may serve to turn the mind into 
a channel wherein will be found much to support 
the assertion that obesity is an abnormal con- 
dition, and that it is the result of a transgression 
of fixed physiological laws, and differs in this 
respect, in no wise, from diseases in general. It 
will however, be more proper to style and regard it 
rather as a symptom than as a disease fer se, and 
for precisely the same reasons that we regard 
dropsy not as a disease, but as a symptom pointing 
to a disease seated in the liver, heart, kidneys, etc. 
Obesity is a symptom of disease, either functional 
or structural, and located chiefly in the chylopoietic 
System, and herein lies the secret of its relief—a 
secret which, either not recognized or disregarded, 
has been the cause of the unsatisfactory results of 
treatment which has heretofore been recommended. 





The dangers attendant on obesity are usually 
underestimated. Most people, many physicians 
included, regard the condition as objectionable 
only on account of the obstacles it interposes to 
easy and facile movements of the body, and leave 
out of account entirely its elements of positive dan- 
ger—its interference with the respiratory function, 
and the consequent deficient supply of oxygen to 
the blood, the overloaded condition of the blood 
with the products of faulty assimilation and excre- 
tion which always obtains, the accumulation of fat 
around vital organs, and its invasion of the struc- 
ture of these organs, the fatty degeneration of the 
heart, liver, kidneys and even brain itself, etc. The 
fat man has a much more uncertain tenure of life 
than has the man of physiological development, a 
fact which is recognized by all life insurance com- 
panies. A careful insurance company will not 
take a risk on an applicant whose weight as com- 
pared with his height is greater than the propor- 
tion which experience has abundantly shown to 
properly and physiologically exist. 

That abnormal deposit and accumulation of fat 
known as obesity, like all other diseases, has its 
causes, although as in all other diseases that cause 
is not unfrequently obscure. For practical pur- 
poses, and in fact, also, there are two kinds of 
obesity, active and passive. The former com- 
prises the “fleshiness ” of people of active pursuits 
whose appetites are keen, whose digestion is fault- 
less and whose powers of assimilation are active. 
The other variety, that of passive obesity, is that 
condition which obtains in persons in whom the 
phlegmatic temperament predominates, whose hdb- 
its are more or less sedentary, whose excretion is 
defective and who imbibe large quantities of fluids. 
The essential condition in these varieties, viz., the 
deposit of fat, is, of course, the same but the meth- 
ods are different, and consequently the treatment is 
different in each. 

Different temperaments are differently disposed 
both in regard to fat producing and fat accumula- 
tion. The man of the purely nervous tempera- 
ment or in whom the nervous temperament pre- 
dominates, may gorge himself habitually with im- 
punity, as far as obesity is concerned. He ma 
eat all sorts of carbonaceous (fat forming) diet and, 
notwithstanding that he may take but the mini- 
mum of exercise, he remains as void of adipose 
as Pharaoh’s lean kine. These are men whose 
lives are physiologically fast and they wear out 
earlier than those whose functions are less active. 
In persons in whom the lymphatic temperament 
predominates fat forms and is deposited very read- 
ily. In such the vital functions are relatively in- 
active, and if they are abstemious and regular in 

heir habits they are likely to wear to an old age. 
In them however, there exists a greater liability to 
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obesity, to avoid which constant vigilance in habits 
and dietary is imperative. 

Hereditary predisposition to the accumulation 
of fat is apt to be regarded as offering an insuper- 
able obstacle to treatment. There can be little 
doubt that such an influence presents great diffi- 
culties, but it does not call for any modification of 
the principles on which treatment should be con- 
ducted, except that these principles should be all 
the more uncompromisingly adhered to. 

The foregoing general remarks, which have 
been made as brief as possible, consistently with 
clearness, have been deemed necessary to an in- 
telligent consideration of the subject of the treat- 
ment of obesity. This treatment involves three 
essential factors: diet, exercise and medication, 
the relative importance of which is in the order in 
which they are named. 


DIET. 


In considering the subject of diet the part which 
the different kinds of food perform under physio- 
logical conditions, must be taken into account. 
Different tissues of the body require for their up- 
building and support food into which special ele- 
ments enter. In the production of bone the va- 
rious salts, and notably the phosphates, are requi- 
site ; for muscle nitrogenous diet is essential, and 
for the adipose tissue non-nitrogenous or carbona- 
ceous material must be taken. It follows, then, 
that where either of these principles is supplied in 
increased quantities, other things being equal, the 
tissue to which they have a special determination 
is proportionately nourished and increased in physi- 
ological properties, and, Jer contra, a diminution 
of their supply will result in corresponding deterio- 
ration. The application of these principles in the 
treatment of obesity is at once easy and direct. 
It goes without the saying that the first step is to 
limit the supply to the physiological demand. To 
do this effectually requires intelligent codperation, 
and, at times, no little self-denial on the part of the 
patient, without which treatment may as well be 
abandoned at thevery outset. Simple as the ques- 
tion of diet may appear on its face, it is one which 
cannot be governed by arbitrary rules, but which 
requires intelligence and a knowledge of physiol- 
ogy to properly conduct it. 

The system of Banting was devised by one 
who had not a proper appreciation of the laws 
of health, and although it succeeds in reducing 
adipose, it does so at an expense to the general 
health which is out of proportion to the benefits 
it insures. When first introduced this system 
achieved quite a popularity in England, but it is 
now no longer held in such high favor, the evils 
attendant on it having become apparent, and ex- 
perience having shown that the end sought may 
be secured without these evils. Bantingism consists 
essentially of a course of diet confined to nitroge- 
nous food, and is, therefore, a system which feeds 
the muscular tissue and starves the adipose. The 
dangers of such a diet lie in the nature of the 
effete material with which the system becomes 
charged in consequence of its prolonged use. 
Only a certain percentage of the food taken into 
the stomach is appropriated to the needs of the 
tissues. If the amount taken be not excessive, so 
much as is not appropriated is carried off by the 
natural channels. That which from its excess is 
neither appropriated nor got rid of naturally, re- 
mains to undergo such decomposition in the sys- 
tem as is peculiar to its nature. In the case of 
nitrogenous food urea isthe chief product. A ref- 
erence to those diseases, of the kidneys, for in- 
stance, in which the normal elimination of urea is 
interfered with, is sufficient to convince one of the 





dangers attendant on its presence in abundance 
in the system. The dangers of smaller quanti- 
ties are different in degree rather than in kind, 
and the person fed on a superabundance of ni- 
trogenous food suffers, in addition to the direct 
mischief, the protean evils attendant on the in- 
digestion which almost invariably afflicts him, as 
gout, rheumatism, vesical irritation, etc. But a 
consideration of these would open up a field 
foreign to our purpose on this occasion. In or- 
der, therefore, to preserve the general health, car- 
bonaceous (fat-forming) diet cannot be wholly 
eschewed. It must be partaken of, however, only 
in such amount as will admit of the complete oxi- 
dation of that which is not appropriated by physi- 
ological requirements. 

Enough, we trust, has been hinted at to justify 
the statement that no arbitrary rules of diet can be 
prescribed for the obese. The nearest that can be 
laid down by way of a rule is to specify the varieties 
of food to be taken and their proportion, and 
then to leave the amount to the intelligent judg- 
ment of the patient. In arranging the dietary, 
however, he whose obesity is of the passive variety, 
of which we have spoken, should let the principal 
part of his food be of nitrogenous material, as beef, 
for instance. 

It is impossible to prescribe in pounds and 
ounces the amount to be taken; that which ma 
be simply enough for one man may be too ow | 
for another, and vice versa. The patient must 
by experience learn to take the least possible 
amount consistent with his general well-being, 
and it will astonish him when he finds out how 
little it is actually necessary for him to take. 
People as arule eat too much, and no small per- 
centage of the diseases with which men are afflicted, 
to say nothing of obesity, are owing directly or in- 
directly, to the constant tax imposed on the system 
in its getting rid of superabundant food. 

One thing, however, must be insisted on in con- 
nection with the subject of diet, and that is a re- 
striction on the amount of fluid ingested. A large 
proportion of the obesity which abounds consists 
of water in the tissues, and in many instances if 
corpulent people were submitted to a process of 
evaporation, their weight would be quickly and ma- 
terially reduced. The obese person should, there- 
fore, take his food as nearly dry as possible, and 
should imbibe as sparingly as possible of fluids. 
Soups, etc., should be entirely banished from the 
dietary. 

EXERCISE, 

The necessity of exercise, by which we mean 
alternate contraction and relaxation of the volun- 
tary muscular fibre, is too obvious to require argu- 
ment, and yet the lack of exercise is one of the 
most fruitful causes of disease. It is not my pur- 
pose to discuss the precise effects of this exercise 
on the secretions. This is a question full of in- 
terest and of much importance to the hygienist, 
but for our present purpose it is only necessary to 
remark that exercise increases oxidation. The 
union of oxygen and carbon produces the pheno- 
menon of combustion and the carbon (fat) which 
is deposited from the circulation remains, and ac- 
cumulates in the tissues as it fails to come in con- 
tact with the oxygen. It follows, therefore, that 
diminished exercise conduces to this accumula- 
tion, and that fer contra increased exercise, through 
which the blood is charged with oxygen, by bring- 
ing an increased quantity of this element in con- 
tact with the fat increases the combustion and re- 
moval of the latter. We are frequently told by 
corpulent patients—women most frequently—that 
they are small eaters. In individual instances, this 
may be true, though we generally receive such 
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statements cum grano salzs, but it is almost inva- 
riably true in such cases that the subjects are sy- 
barites, living on the choicest of food, and spend- 
ing their time in luxurious ease, and grow fat be- 
cause of a comparative lack of oxygenation. 
Exercise conduces to the removal of obesity also 
by starting up perspiration, and in this way, in 
addition to increasing the exhalation from the 
lungs, removing the fluid which enters so largely 
into the composition of the abnormal accumula- 
tion of adipose. With this brief reference to exer- 


cise as a factor in treatment, we leave it by insist- 
ing on its importance. 


MEDICATION, 


Notwithstanding the disrepute into which 
medication for the reduction of obesity has been 
brought through the anti-fat nostrums which 
have been placed before the public, there is 
no doubt that there are articles in the materia 
medica which, when intelligently administered, 
are capable both of assisting the removal of an 
abnormal accumulation of fat, and also of modify- 
ing conditions of the system on which this accu- 
mulation in a measure depends. The majority of 
those who present themselves for treatment are 
of the lymphatic temperament, or are those in 
whom this temperament predominates. In such 
cases there is a sluggishness of the lymphatic cir- 
culation and a consequent diminished absorbent 
capacity. Agents, which experience has proven 
to be most serviceable in the reduction of fat, 
have been of the so-called alterative class, and 
particularly articles of the haloid series. Of the 
latter, again, iodine and its combinations have 
proven the most successful. This agent acts in 
a twofold manner. It is one of the most distinc- 
tive alteratives of the materia medica, and its 
effects in obesity are scarcely less marked on the 
lymphatic system than they are in those diseases 
in which iodine is by common consent far excel- 
lence the remedy. In addition to this alterative 
action, and perhaps in virtue of it, iodine directly 
increases waste and the elimination of the pro- 
ducts of waste. So well recognized is this fact 
that “emaciation with a general depression of the 
vital functions” is laid down as one of the physio- 
logical effects of the continued use of large doses 
of this metalloid and of its salts. 

I wish to call attention to an article which has 
recently achieved some prominence as a remedy in 
obesity, Fucus Vestculosus. It is said that the 
efficacy of this article was discovered accidentally 
by M. Duchesne Dupare, while administering it in 
a case of psoriasis. The patient, a corpulent 
person, became remarkably lighter, while at the 
same time there was improvement in the eruption 
and in the general health of the patient. This 
experience in the effects of Fucus Vesiculosus on 
the adipose tissue was confirmed by subsequent 
trials of the article both in his own hands and in 
the hands of others. It is now regarded as an 
efficient adjuvant in the treatment. 

An analysis of Fucus Vestculosus shows it to 
be rich in iodine. It is, in fact, from the burning 
of sea-weeds similar in their nature to Fucus Ves?- 
culosus (sea-wrack) that kelp, the great source of 
iodine, is derived. A knowledge of its constitu- 
tion would therefore have been sufficient to have 
pointed it out as a remedy on theoretical grounds 
alone. 

The effects of many medicines are more prompt 
when administered in organic combination than 
when isolated. This is abundantly illustrated in 
the case of pepsin, pancreatin, vitalized hypophos- 
phites, wheat phosphates, etc. The various salts, 
also, which enter into the formation of the skele- 





ton are more readily assimilated when taken in the 
form of organic food than when taken in their 
pure inorganic state. Doubtless the very excellent 
results which have been reported as following the 
administration of Fucus Vestculosus, and its su- 
periority over its constituents when the latter are 
administered separately, are owing to the fact of 
the organic combinations into which these con- 
stituents have entered in the plant. It is, how- 
ever, in the obesity of those of the lymphatic 
temperament, above alluded to, that the beneficial 
effects of this drug are most marked. It has 
little or no influence in reducing the “ fleshiness ” 
of persons of active habits and of the sanguine 
temperament. In these, strict regulation of diet 
affords almost the only prospect of relief, but, ow- 
ing to the keenness of the appetite which usually 
exists, this regulation can very rarely be enforced. 
The cases in whom Fucus Vestculosus shows its 
most decided beneficial effects are women, in 
whom there exists usually some menstrual de- 
rangement, as menorrhagia and leucorrhea, ow- 
ing to an atonic and flabby condition of the uterine 
tissue. In such cases an improvement in these 
local derangements usually precedes the general 
reduction of fat and the improved tonicity of the 
general system. 

In conclusion, I must remark on the difficulties 
which usually attend the treatment of obesity. 
The condition is most frequently found to exist 
in persons in whom strength of will and deter- 
mination of character are somewhat deficient, and 
whom, it is, therefore, very difficult to confine to 
the strict rules so necessary to successful treat- 
ment. When, however, the patient can be brought 
to submit himself to the control of his medical, ad- 
viser and to exercise the necessary self-control, the 
prospect of relief from his condition may be re- 
garded as reasonably good. 


Urtica Dioica. 
By W. H. Rouvusg, M. D., Detroit, Mich. 


ISTANCE is said to lend enchantment to the 
view. This adage seems applicable to almost 
everything, and applies with as much force to drugs 
and medicines as to broad cloth. Foreign regions 
are laid under tribute, and their productions are 
highly esteemed not only for their intrinsic merit, 
but also on account of the especial virtues ac- 
quired by their distant origin and the travel requi- 
site to procure them. 

In old countries, the accumulated wisdom ac- 
quired from long and varied experience is ever 
valuable, but it should not be presumed that knowl- 
edge dies with the fathers, or that because there 
is no new thing under thesun, all the old things 
have been fully investigated, and their properties, 
applications, combinations and uses thoroughly 
understood. The investigations of the modern 
chemist have familiarized many of the old mys- 
teries, and the physiological chemist is now press- 
ing his way to the front with his many experi- 
ments, and not a few new remedies which bid fair to 
figure prominently among the articles of the future 
materia medica. Among these new remedies the 
great stinging nettle seems worthy of a place. 

Urtica dioica is a perennial probably imported 
from Europe, and may be found growing in waste 
places and on the roadsides in many parts of the 
Union, especially in the eastern part. Its stalk is 
very bristly, and when applied to the skin produces 
a very decided stinging and itching sensation, 
quite easily remembered after being once experi- 
enced. It grows to the height of two to three 
feet, and its leaves are ovate, heart-shaped, pointed, 
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very deeply serrated and downy underneath. The 
flowers are on much-branched spikes, and appear 
from June to August. The root is the part used 
medicinally. 

Judging from the effects obtained in quite a num- 
ber of cases which have been kept under careful 
observation, urtica dioica seems to be a very 
prompt and active diuretic. While the flow of 
urine becomes very free, neither the kidneys nor 
the system appear to suffer, as is the case with 
many of our more active medicines of this class. 
In fact, in some of the cases the tonicity imparted, 
whether from the medicine or not, was quite de- 
cided. 

Further investigation is required to determine 
the modus operandi of thismedicine. In absence 
of positive proof, it may be inferred that it exerts 
a direct stimulating action on the kidneys by being 
absorbed into the circulation, and thence passing 
out in the urine unchanged ; but it more probably 
stimulates the capillary system to more healthy 
action, and through the stomach and Jrime vie 
sympathetically the kidneys. 

Metamorphosis is constantly going on in the 
body. The waste material is being constantly car- 
ried off through the various emunctories, and 
should any of these outlets be closed, disease, or 
even death may ensue. The kidneys occupy no 
mean place as organs of depuration; and any 
remedy which gives greater control over them will 
be a destderatum. 

Itis believed that this remedy will be found of 
much service in all cases in which there is a scar- 
city of the urinary secretion, and especially in those 
where a slightly tonic action is desired. A few il- 
lustrative cases will be given: 

Mr. A. B., an unmarried man, aged thirty-three, 
has for some years devoted close attention to the 
working and improvement of the steam-engine, 
and like many others of this class, he has devoted 
but little time to the care of the body. Dyspepsia 
and general prostration followed. The urine was 
scant, high colored, and so irritating, that the pa- 
tient was required to rise several times a night to 
urinate. Various diuretics were used with tem- 
porary relief, but very soon the former condition 
obtained, when the medicines were suspended. At 
length from the favorable reports of urtica, a trial 
on this case was made. The results were so satis- 
factory that it was tried in other cases with more 
confidence. The urine became free and clear in a 
few days, and within a week a night could be spent 
in bed without inconvenience. The medicine was 
continued for several weeks less frequently, and 
then discontinued. In about two months there 
was a return of the difficulty, but not so severe. 
A return to the former treatment gave prompt 
relief. It is about six months since he complained 
of this last attack. 

Mr. C. D., aged 69, has been troubled for many 
years with so scanty an excretion of urine that 
lithates have been deposited in considerable num- 
bers. He now has quite a large collection of small 
calculi which have been passed with the urine, 
generally with comparatively little difficulty. A 
sediment resembling coarse sand, is not unusual 
in his water, after it stands some time. This con- 
dition renders it necessary to watch closely the 
condition of the urine, and to take medicine from 
time to time to counteract this weakness. He 
does not look for a permanent cure, after trying 
many remedies with only temporary benefit. Of all 
preparations so far tried urtica dioica has acted 
most promptly. It is now about six weeks since 
this medicine was discontinued—a relief from medi- 
cine, rather unusual in thiscase. The nettle seems 
peculiarly adapted to those cases where increased 





amount of water is required to hold in solution the 
ingredients of the urine. 

In many cases of rheumatism the urine is very 
scant and heavily loaded with lithic acid and other 
ingredients. An increased flow usually relieves the 
symptoms, and consequently diuretics, especially the 
alkaline, are held in high esteem. Acting upon 
this supposition, urtica dioica was ordered in the 
following case: 

Mrs. E. F., aged 34, had a rather light attack of 
articular rheumatism. The urine was very scant 
and acid. Ordered 


BR. FI. ext. urticz dioica, 3 vj. 
Syr. simp., q. s. % ij. 


M. Take a teaspoonful every fourhours. Within 
fifteen hours—at the time of next visit—the urine 
was free and clear, and the patient was free from 
pain. 

In dropsy, especially in persons much debilitated, 
urtica is likely to prove a valuable remedy. Only 
one case has been under observation. This one 
was caused by organic disease of the heart, and 
only temporary relief could be expected. The re- 
sults obtained more than justified my hopes; for 
the patient’s strength was conserved, while the 
distressing symptoms were relieved. 

Diuretics are often of much service in cases of 
fever, unless there be disease of the kidneys. This 
new remedy has been found of much service in 
stimulating the kidneys, and thus carrying off 
waste matter, and thereby relieving the patient. 

From quite a number of carefully observed cases, 
it is believed urtica dioica will be found of great 
service in restoring the natural amount of urine, and 
thereby not only hold in solution, but carry off the 
waste matter of the system; in relieving inflam- 
matory and febrile action ; in promoting absorption 
of dropsical effusion, except perhaps in the dropsy, 
of scarlatina, or similar cases, when the kidneys re- 
quire rest rather than stimulating, and generally in 
all cases requiring the use of pure diuretics. 


Notes on Some West Indian Medicinal 
Plants. 


By B. H. Sramers, M. D., L. R. C. S., Edin. 
CHEWSTICK, 


Gonania Domingensis, L. Nat. Ord. Rhamnea. 


EAVES elliptical, glabrous, or glabrate ; serrate, 
serratures blunt, distant; veins tapering to- 
wards the margin; racemes pubescent ; capsule 
winged, glabrous, emarginate; the wings twice as 
broad as the cell. A climbing shrub.— Facg. 


PHYSICAL PROPERTIES. 


The chewstick appears in the market in cylin 
drical pieces, about a foot in length, and varying in 
thickness from the size of a little finger to an inch 
in diameter. The bark is comparatively thick, of 
a grayish-brown color, enclosing a white, tough, 
fibrous wood. The bark and wood contain a large 
quantity of a mucilaginous substance, and an aro- 
matic bitter principle, grateful to the taste. 


THERAPEUTICAL PROPERTIES AND USES. 


Our illustrious James Macfadyen, M. D., speak- 
ing of the chewstick, says: “This is a very agree- 
able bitter. It is used as a substitute for hops in 
the ginger beer, and what are called the cool drinks 
of the country. The infusion has been employed 
in gonorrhoea and dropsy, and as a light grateful 
bitter, in cases of debility, to restore the tone of the 
stomach. In powder it forms an excellent denti- 
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frice; its aromatic bitter producing a healthy state 
of the gums, and the mucilage it contains working 
up by the brush into a soaplike froth. A tincture 
also is prepared from it, and much recommended, 
diluted with water, as a wash or gargle, in cases of 
salivation or diseases of the gums. The principal 
use to which the chewstick is applied is as a sub- 
stitute for the tooth-brush itself. For this purpose 
the extremity of a piece of a branch, which is 
usually about the thickness of a little finger, is 
softened by chewing, and then rubbed against the 
teeth. In this manner a tooth-brush, and with it 
a powder, are obtained, equal, if not superior, to 
any in use in Europe. 

The chewstick is universally used by the inhabi- 
tants of all classes in the West Indies as a substi- 
tute for the tooth-brush; it cleanses the teeth 
beautifully, leaves a nice aromatic bitter flavor in 
the mouth, and sweetens the breath. It is a most 
valuable tonic and stomachic in case of debility, 
where the more powerful bitter tonics are not 
tolerated well, as in persons recovering from attacks 
of fever of this and other malarial climates. It 
excites the salivary glands, producing profuse ex- 
pectoration of saliva. It would probably prove a 
good stimulating expectorant in pulmonary com- 
plaints, the large amount of mucilage it contains, 
renders it an excellent admixture to cod-liver oil, 
both to emulsify the oil, to cover the taste, and to 
assist in its assimilation. Mention is made of its 
having been used successfully to assist in breaking 
up the tobacco habit. Persons using it for this 
purpose occasionally bite off a piece of the stick 
and chew it as they would tobacco. They claim 
that it restores appetite and improves their diges- 
tion, and also say that it obviates that feeling of 
dryness in the throat, which is so often the 
stumbling-stone for those who try to abolish the 
use of the weed. Dose of the fluid extract as a 
bitter tonic from 3ss to 3j. 


ADRUE, OR ANTI-EMETIC ROOT. 
Cyperus Articulatus. Nat. Ord. Cyperace. 


Rhizoma stolonifererous, knobbed; stem cylin- 
drical, transversely partitioned, aphyllous, glabrous ; 
clusters of spreading spikelets in a simple or com- 
pound umbel; involucre reduced, scaly; spikelets 
linear, acuminate, brown, many flowered; glumes 
oblong lanceolate, bluntish, 7 to 5 nerved, 3 to 4 
times as long as the winged furrow, and as the 
obovate oblong, 3 gonal eachnium; stamens 3; 
stem 2’ to 4’ high, variable in the validity of the 
stem, the color of the glumes, and (like all other 
species) in the size of the inflorescence and spike- 
lets; glumes 1%" long.—Grzsebach’s Flora. 


PHYSICAL PROPERTIES. 


The rhizomes are of a reddish color, having a 
very grateful smell. They are covered with brown 
withered leaves, and the different tubers are con- 
nected with small rootlets, so that in bulk they are 
matted together like serpentaria root. 


THERAPEUTICAL PROPERTIES AND USES. 


_ Adrue has at times attracted considerable atten- 
tion from medical men. The following account is 
from the manuscript of Mr. Robert Cowan, Mem- 
ber of the Royal College of Physicians, London : 
“The discovery of its surprising qualities was 
Made by Dr. Howell, of Jamaica, in checking 
and restraining black vomit in yellow fever. A 
Strong decoction or infusion of this plant is as 
much a specific in restraining vomiting in yellow 
fever, asthe Peruvian bark zs a cure of remittents. 
Itgivesits virtues to water in decoction, or warm in- 





fusion to be taken when cold, when it assumes the 
color of Madeira wine. The first teacupful of the 
decoction represses the vomiting, and the second 
or third cures.” 

The adrue is commonly used by the natives of 
this country in checking vomiting, more especially 
in children, and in my practice I have generally 
noticed with good results. The root of it is made 
into a decoction, either alone, or the inner lining of 
the gizzard of fowls, and spices, it (that is the root), 
being first scraped, and then reduced to a powder, 
one bulb being used at a time, and half of a small 
tea-cup of it administered about every half hour, 
until vomiting ceases. It has a fine aromatic flavor, 
and produces a general feeling of warmth and com- 
fort in the stomach. It is undoubtedly a fine 
stomachic, and as such this property is improved 
by the addition of a small quantity of brandy. I 


ADRUE (Cyperus Articulatus). 


esteem it a valuable remedy in suppressing vomit- 
ing, and although having had no experience of the 
use of it in yellow fever, yet I am of opinion it 
might prove beneficial in checking vomiting in the 
early stages of that disease. I would recommend 
it being used in the form of a fluid extract, con- 
taining as little alcohol as possible, in doses of 20 
to 30 drops in a little water, to be repeated every 
10 or 15 minutes, until vomiting ceases. In atonic 
dyspepsia it will be found a pleasant and efficient 
remedy. I make a mixture of 


Fluid extract adrue, 
Wine of pepsin, aa F ij. 


M. Sig. Take a teaspoonful directly after eating. 
It has an additional advantage of being pleasant 
to the taste, quite a desideratum in these days of 
elegant pharmacy. 
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Alstonia.* 
Family: apocyneae. 


ALYX without any, or with very minute, glands, 
» corolla tube cylindrical, more or less swollen 
round the anthers, the lobes spreading, contorted 
in the bud, the throat without scales, anthers in- 
closed in the tube. No hypogynousscales. Ovary 
of two distinct carpels united by the style; stigma 
ovoid or conical, ovules numerous, in about four 
rows in each carpel. Fruit of two long linear fol- 
licles, seeds oblong, compressed, peltately attached, 
bordered with hairs, of which those at each end 
usually very long; albumen scanty. Trees are 
tall shrubs with a milky juice. Leaves in whorls 
of three or more, or in a few species opposite. 
Flowers in terminal corymbose cymes, usually one 
in the axil of each leaf of the terminal whorl. Bracts 
small. 

The species are not numerous, spread over trop- 
ical Asia and the Pacific islands. Of the seven 
Australian species, one is the commonest of the 
Asiatic ones, another if correctly identified, is also 
in Java, the other five are epidemic. 

1. Corolla lobes with the left hand margin over- 
lapping, leave whorled with transverse parallel veins 
(a) Flowers sessile or nearly so in dense cymes, 
pubescent. ovary villous—A. scholarzs. (6) Flowers 
pedicellate in loose cymes, glabrous as well as the 
ovary—A. verticillosa. 

2. Corolla lobes with the right hand margin over- 
lapping, leaves in whorls of three or four. (a) 
Veins numerous, nearly transverse and parallel— 
A. ophioxylotdes. (6) Veins distant, more or less 
arcuate and anastomosing. Leaves, oval elliptical 
or oblong, softly villous underneath—A. v2Z/osa. 
Leaves linear, glabrous—A. /inearzs. Leaves op- 
posite, veins distant, Quite glabrous—A. con- 
stricta. Softly pubescent—A. mollis. 

Alstonia scholarzs. Rob. Brown, A. & C. Prov., 
VIII, 408. A tree attaining 80 to go feet, usually 
glabrous except the minutely pubescent inflor- 
escence. Leaves in whorls of five to seven, broadly 
petiolate, obovate-oblong, very obtuse, shortly con- 
tracted at the base, coriaceous with transverse par- 
allel veins, smooth and shining above, opaque and 
pale or whitish underneath, four to six inches long 
Peduncles in the axils of the terminal whorls 
shorter than the leaves, each bearing one or two 
whorls of secondary peduncles, and each of these 
a dense cyme of nearly sessile flowers. Calyx seg- 
ments ovate, pubescent rather above one line long. 
Corolla tube three to four lines long; lobes pubes- 
cent outside, much shorter than the tube, the left 
hand edges overlapping in the bud, the throat 
closed by a dense ring of hairs. Ovary hirsute at 
the top. Follicles one foot long or even more. 
Seeds about three lines long, the hairs at each end 
longer than the seed itself.—Wight, T. C. 1,422. 
Queensland, Port Denison, Fztzalan ; Edgecombe 
and Rockingham bays, Dallachy. Broad Sound, 
Bowman, The species is widely spread over trop- 
ical Asia and Africa. 

Alstonia constricta. F. Muell. Fragm.I, 57, 
IV, 170. A tall shrub or tree attaining sometimes 
40 feet, quite glabrous. Leaves opposite on long 
petioles, mostly oblong—lanceolate, but varying 
from almost ovate to narrow—lanceolate, acute or 
acuminate, the primary veins distant, oblique and 
not very prominent, three to five inches long. 





, 


*From the “ Flora Australiensis,’’ a description of the plants 
of the Australian territory, by George Bentham, F. R. S., 
assisted by Ferdinand Mueller. M.D., F. R.S., L. S., govern- 
ment botanist, Melbourne, Vict., Vol. IV. Stylidicae to Pedalineae. 
Published under the authority of the several governments of the 
Australian colonies. London: L. Reeve & Co., 5 Henrietta St., 
Covent Garden, 1869. 





Flowers numerous, in corymbose cymes, either sol- 
itary and terminal or two together in the forks of 
the branches and shorter than the leaves. Calyx- 
segments ovate, almost acute, about one-half line 
long, with a few minute and irregular glands at the 
base inside. Corolla tube about one line long, the 
lobes about two lines long, glabrous or slightly 
bearded inside at the base, the right hand edges 
overlapping in the bud. Follicles from three to 
four inches to twice that length. Seed, linear, flat 
or concave, pubescent, four to six lines long, cili- 
ate with long hairs at the upper end and shorter 
ones at the lower end. 

QUEENSLAND, between the Burnett and Burde- 
kin rivers, F. Mueller ; Rockhampton, Dadlarhy 
&» Thozet ; Nerkool and Castle creeks, Bowman ; 
Natal Downs, F¢tzalan,; near Mount Pluto, 
Mitchell. 

N.S. WALES, Hastings river, /raser ; Clarence 
river, Beckler ; northern woods, London exhibition, 
1862, C. Moore; Darling river, Goodwin ; “ Bitter- 
bark” of the colonists, /. /2eller. 

This species differ from the rest of the genus 
and approaches ‘¢adernaemontana in habit and 
foliage, and usually in the presence of small glands 
at the base of the calyx inside. The fruit and 
seeds are, however, those of alstonia. 


Cereus Bonplandii. 
By Wo. W. Nims, M. D., Syracuse, N. Y. 


AVING treated during the past few years many 
cases of heart disease with this new remedy, 
I desire to add my testimony in behalf of the good 
results following the use of cereus Bonplandii, in 
all cases requiring a nerve sedative. My experi- 
ence in the use of this drug during four or five 
years, since its introduction as a remedy became 
known, has been such that it never failed me ina 
single case of heart difficulty yet, where I have 
employed this medicine. The following cases are 
only a few of the many treated successfully with 
Dr. Kunze’s tincture cereus Bonplandii : 

Mr. H., aged 57 years, a prominent business man 
of Syracuse, N. Y., had been troubled with his 
heart for a number of years. Sharp pains in the 
heart, intermittent pulse, oppressed breathing at 
times and fullness in the head. He was in fact so 
bad at times that he became very much alarmed 
about it. Had taken everything for it he could 
hear of, but with no permanent benefit. I gave 
him the tincture cereus Bonplandii, and it relieved 
him almost immediately. I have not heard him 
complain of his heart in over a year now, and I see 
him almost every day and treat him if indisposed. 
I administered the medicine in doses of five to 
twenty drops three or four times a day, according 
to the urgency of the case. Sometimes small doses 
oftener repeated would act with greater prompti- 
tude than when too long deferred. 

Mr. G., aged about 65 years, a gentleman of 
wealth and retired from business, had symptoms the 
same as the preceding case only much worse. Pulse 
intermitting badly all the time, and liable to a par- 
oxysm at any time. Had been under the care of 
different physicians for a long time and was very 
much alarmed about himself. Had taken large 
quantities of digitalis, etc., but with only temporary 
relief. Some two years since I was called to see 
his wife, and he then consulted me about himself. 
I gave him the cereus Bonplandii, and he was in 
my office a short time since and told me that he 
had not had the least trouble with his heart for 
over six months, But he kept some of the medi- 
cine always by him in case of need. 4 

The same year or more ago, Mr. H., the patient 
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first mentioned, was in Geneva, and while there 
called on an old lady of his acquaintance. When 
he entered the house, he found the family all in ex- 
citement. The old lady was laboring under a par- 
oxysm of heart difficulty, to which they told him 
she was liable very often. They were rubbing and 
giving her everything they could to rally the pa- 
tient. He sat a short time and saw her condition, 
and then asked the privilege of giving her a dose 
of medicine that he took himself for the same dif- 
ficulty and always carried with him. They con- 
sented, and he gave her a dose and came away. 
The next morning her son met him at the depot 
and inquired where he could get some of that 
medicine, for it helped his mother more than any- 
thing she had ever taken. He told him that he 
obtained it of Dr. Nims, of Syracuse, and if they 
wanted he would have me send them a bottle, 
which I did. Dr. Smith, of Geneva, was in town, 
and called at my office to get another bottle of 
cereus Bonplandii for the old lady and said it had 
worked like a charm with her. He also wanted a 
bottle for himself as he was troubled with a similar 
difficulty. Hesaid that he did not know what 
medicine it was, but it had been a perfect “God 
send” for her, as he expressed it. I gave him the 
medicine and then informed him what it was and 
where he could obtain it if wanted it in future. I 
have heard nothing further from that source since, 
and have reason to believe that the medicine did 
good service. I might also here mention other 
cases treated if it would shed any more light on the 
subject, but as it is only my desire to bear some 
testimony to the beautiful action we obtain from 
the use of cereus Bonplandii in cardiac troubles, I 
prefer stating the facts briefly to the profession. 


Proprietary Preparations. 
By C. J. Potk, M. D., Philadelphia. 


Y hae use of patented and proprietary prepara- 

tions has become so common with the medi- 
cal profession that custom may be said to have 
given it the sanction of authority, and justified 
this violation of the code of ethics, both in letter 
and spirit. Of the two classes of nostrums, the 
first presents the fewest objections. The compo- 
sition of a patent medicine can be ascertained by 
applying to the Patent Office at Washington, while 
no such information is available concerning those 
which are merely copyrighted. Take, for instance, 
“Vitalene.” The circular tells us that it is com- 
posed of the “vital spirit” of animals and plants, 
extracted, while living, by a process known only 
to the manufacturer; that, by it, old age and 
gray hairs are supplanted by eternal youth and 
vigor, idiots become philosophers, impotency suc- 
ceeded by strong virile powers, and the most as- 
tonishing miracles are performed. Incredible as 
it may seem, it is said that one hundred and sixty 
thousand bottles of it have been prescribed by 
physicians. This is only a fair sample of its class. 
While some of its claims will be denied by the 
profession, it is really less objectionable than some 
that have received the indorsement of respectable 
medical journals and are recommended by dis- 
tinguished physicians. “ Vitalene” is not the emana- 
tion of a New York professor, but we will com- 
pare it with the “nerve and brain food” of a 
professor. In his circular wrapper the professor 
tells you where you can find his formula for mak- 
inghis nostrum. You seek the fountain of this 
knowledge, and find that you have been deceived ; 
that no such formula is therein given ; and, search- 
ing diligently, you find the professor admits, in 
unmistakable English, that he is unacquainted 





with any such preparation. The professor also 
advertises his nostrum in daily newspapers, as 
well as in medical journals, and thus tries to 
reach the populace independent of the profession. 
He also claims that it will “cure seventy-five per 
cent of consumption,” will “ stamp out consump- 
tion,” but, “as similar preparations are sold under 
various names, none are reliable unless made by 
him.” 

Swain’s Panacea has received higher profes- 
sional endorsement than any one nostrum. The 
certificate given by Dr. Mott was a thorn which 
annoyed him to the latest hour of his life. 

But, to take a practical view of this matter. 
Suppose a patient applies to me for a prescription 
fora cough. I prescribe a bottle of Jayne’s Ex- 
pectorant. The next time he has a cough he will 
buy the expectorant without consulting me. This 
involves a pecuniary loss to me, and a loss of re- 
spect by my patient; but higher elements enter 
into the question. Instead of a simple bronchitis, 
pneumonia may have supervened, and the pa- 
tient, supposing that he possesses all the knowl- 
edge of the physician, thus lets the opportunity 
pass by for successful treatment. If physicians 
are to treat diseases by ready-made prescriptions, 
it seems to me that we can easily get a suitable 
name for the regular profession. If the National 
Association repeals the restriction on the use of 
nostrums now in existence in our code of ethics, 
it seems that the mooted question, what we shall 
be called, could be satisfactorily settled by the 
adoption of “ Nostrum School of Medicine.” 

The prohibition should not be limited to secret 
nostrums of a proprietary character, those, the 
manner of preparing and composition of which 
are unknown except to the manufacturer. Still, I 
believe complex formulas objectionable, and usual- 
ly injurious to both physicians and patients. They 
certainly obscure the action of individual agents, 
and prevent that precision in prescribing so essen- 
tial to the advance of medical science. While, 
no doubt, many physicians, as well as the writer, 
have found these ready-made prescriptions con- 
venient, the complexity of their composition is no 
doubt often objectionable. Even this objection 
may be urged against the non-copy-righted, non- 
secret, non-proprietary, phosphorous compounds 
introduced into medical practice by him. They 
were formulated, it is true, to represent all the 
phosphorous compounds of the animal organism. 
This is especially true of my “ Protagon,” the first 
one of the animal phosphorus compounds intro- 
duced to the medical profession. It, however, met 
a professional want, and, notwithstanding it has 
received no advertising of moment for the last 
two years, it has kept pace with the more pushed 
remedy “ Kephaline.” During the past year the 
writer has used exclusively the normal brain hypo- 
phosphites in combination with hypophosphites 
of lime, soda and ammonia, made with brain acid, 
and prefers it even to his othercompounds. Com- 
plex formule are objectionable as a rule, and yet 
the combinations in some cases form admirable 
remedies. ‘ Warburg’s Tincture” is an example. 
I have cured ague with it after failing with various 
combinations of the cinchona alkaloids. 

Had the writer copyrighted “ Protagon,” a harpy 
would not have claimed it as a discovery of his 
own, and tried to rob me both of the honor and 
the profit. I preferred, however, to place my pre- 
parations untrammeled by copyrights, and en- 
tirely void of secrecy before the profession, and, 
notwithstanding some pecuniary loss has attended 
this course, and some annoyance from plagiarists, 
Ido not regret my course. 

In conclusion, however, I would suggest that, 
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if the American Medical Association repeals the 
present restrictions on proprietary medicines, it 
willin the future require all proprietors to publish 
working formule, and also forbid them advertis- 
ing their nostrums in daily newspapers, unless 
“they stand high in the medical profession and 
are professors in medical colleges.” Of course 
the medical profession cannot regulate pharma- 
ceutical chemists, but zt can forbid the use of 
popular nostrums by its members. It is high 
time that there was a definite line drawn between 
legitimate pharmacy and pharmaceutical quack- 
ery. Elegant pharmacy should be encouraged, but 
frauds and humbugs should be suppressed. 


Cereus Bonplandii. 
By H. C. Butvarp, M. D., North Attleboro, Mass. 


N the treatment of the various heart diseases 
with which a physician is continually confronted 
I have employed digitalis, veratrum viride and aco- 
nite, the latter in connection with bromide of po- 
tassium. The first I have relied upon more as a 
stimulant to the cardiac muscle, or as a “cardiac 
tonic.” As acardiac sedative, aconite and verat- 
rum viride have always occupied a place in my 
pocket case. Since I have begun to make use of 
cereus Bonplandii I find that it supplants the others 
in my treatment, more and more, the longer I em- 
ploy it. Iam unable to write of its physiological 
action, I can merely describe the result as attained 
by myself in prescribing it to such patients as have 
presented themselves to me for treatment. 

In all merely functional diseases of the heart fol- 
lowing proportionably with the excitement of the 
nervous system and its consequent effect upon the 
sympathetic, cereus Bonplandii secures a speedy 
and happy effect. While I do not claim that it 
will cure a bad case of hypertrophy of the heart or 
of hypertrophy with dilatation, still it undoubtedly 
quiets the heart and controls any undue excitement. 
It thus gives relief where digitalis would be contra- 
indicated or else should be used with care and 
great watchfulness on the part of the physician. I 
have failed to discover any bad effects from the use 
of this drug in any form of heart disease for which 
I have exhibited it. The usual dose has been from 
five to ten drops to be repeated every two to four 
hours. Two cases will suffice to illustrate : 

Case 1. Mr.C. had been treated by me previously 
for hypertrophy with dilatation of the heart. Some 
time since he called upon me, but not finding me at 
home, and feeling that he needed instant relief, 
sought aid elsewhere. After four weeks he re- 
turned to me, saying that as he had obtained no 
marked relief he wished me to prescribe for him, 
He detailed his symptoms, which were a feeling of 
fullness in the head with flushing of the face, diz- 
ziness, dimness of vision at times, pain in the nape 
of neck, fulness in the epigastrium with dyspepsia, 
numbness in his limbs and low spirited generally. 
While at his work he would be seized with faint- 
ness, and if he attempted to walk dizziness would 
supervene with such severity that he was forced to 
reach out for some support to prevent his falling. 
At times his vision was so affected that it was with 
difficulty he could see to work at his trade, a jeweler. 
His sleep was very much disturbed, especially if he 
happened to get upon his left side. His appetite 
was good, but was afraid to eat on account of the 
distress in his stomach. He had tried dieting, but 
without relief. His countenance was indicative of 
great mental distress with his pupils largely di- 
lated. 

He had been told that his disease was spinal 
with a tendency to brain trouble. Had been treated 








with bromide of potash, digitalis, ergot, strychnia, 
etc. 

I found his heart beating irregularly and tumul- 
tuously at the rate of 120, the cardiac sound trans- 
posed below the usual plane. No disease of the 
valves. I informed him that I considered his 
troubles as arising from his heart, and that relief 
to that organ would cause the other symptoms to 
disappear. I prescribed cereus Bonplandii in ten- 
drop doses every four hours at first, to lessen the 
dose as relief was obtained. He was requested to 
return in four days if no relief. At theend of ten 
days he reported himself, saying that he felt like a 
new man and that all his bad feelings had disap- 
peared, with the exception of a slight rapidity of 
the action of the heart if he exercised unduly. At 
that time the heart’s rate was 80 and regular, 
Advised the use of the medicine three times a day 
in five-drop doses. Has since reported himself 
feeling better and taking the medicine only occa- 
sionally. 

Case 2. Mrs. G., aged 60, has been troubled with 
dizziness, dimness of vision, pre-cardial pain, flat- 
ulency with indigestion, numbness in her limbs 
and a feeling of general weakness; at times she 
would suffer froma feeling of suffocation with 
difficulty in breathing. If she went into a crowded 
room or hall, she would be obliged to leave on ac- 
count of difficulty in breathing, so that she had 
been obliged to forego attendance upon church or 
lectures. Any slight over-exertion produced palpi- 
tation of the heart, leaning over at her work she 
found impossible. This lady’s nervous system had 
been sorely tried by the long continued sickness 
of a daughter and by her death. 

Upon auscultation of the heart, I found no en- 
largement or valvular disease, but an irregularity 
and rapidity of its action. 

I informed her that a portion at least of her 
trouble arose from her heart, due to nervous de- 
rangement. I prescribed cereus Bonplandii in 
eight-drop doses every four hours and to repeat 
the same whenever the feeling of suffocation came 
on. In ten days I saw her, when she reported 
much relief, and especially so when the feeling of 
suffocation came on and resort was made to the 
medicine. These attacks had become much less 
frequent. Her heart was beating regularly and 
with much less rapidity, being only 80. She has 
improved since then and complains more of general 
weakness now, for which I am_ prescribing such 
remedies as seem indicated. The cereus Bon- 
plandii is not used regularly now, but only occasion- 
ally. 


Rhus Aromatica. 
By James Cooper, M. D., Bellefontaine, Ohio. 


HAVE tested fluid extract rhus aromatica in the 

following cases: 

J. S., et. 25, has been troubled with diabetes 
insipidus about six months. Had tried several 
physicians and various remedies without relief. 
He finally applied to me and I put him on the fol- 
lowing: 

R. Fluid ex. rhus arom., 3 j. 
Glycerine, 3 ss. 
Water ad Ziv. 

M. Sig. One teaspoonful four times per day. 

Reported improvement after second day, and 
believed himself cured. It is now two weeks 
since he took the last of the prescription, and he 
reports himself well and gaining in flesh. 

C. A., zt. 61, has been troubled with frequent 
discharges of urine during the day and from three 
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to five times during the night—quantity large—for 
several years, though at times worse than others. 
Had used a number of prescriptions with only 
temporary benefit. Gave him the above prescrip- 
tion in the morning and he reported that he had 
to get up but once during the first night and not 
at all afterwards. He took two prescriptions and 
reports himself entirely well. 

J. K., zt. 18. This young man has been wetting 
the bed, nightly, so his mother says, since child- 
hood. Had taken much medicine from many 
physicians, but without benefit. Prescribed as 
above, and after second night he was all right. 
The medicine was ordered to be given three 
times a day, last dose at bed time, until improve- 
ment took place, then only at bed time. Heard 
from him a few days ago (prescription was given 
him August 11th) and he remains well, having 
used but the single four-ounce bottle of the 
medicine. 

M. K., zt. 8, sister of the above, had inconti- 
nence of urine five years or more and gave her 
mother a great deal of trouble. Gave same pre- 
scription in one-fourth teaspoonful doses, and two 
ounces cured her, so her mother reports. 

In the last two cases I ordered generous diet, 
with little fluid drink after dinner, and advised that 
the patients void urine, if possible, just before re- 
tiring. 


The True and False. 
3y J. H. Bunpy, M. D., Oakland, Cal. 


HAT false drugs, or varieties of drugs not 
true to name, will get into the market is 
verified by the following facts, which would seem 
a little strange from the fact of their occurring 
so near home, and the habitat of the drug. Several 
complaints have been made regarding cascara, 
the action of which has been contrary to what 
was expected. At the same time the honesty of 
the manufacturer could not be questioned, as he in 
the best of faith was producing a fine fluid extract 
of what he honestly supposed to be the true drug. 
The details of a case in point are as follows: 
Mr. H. Bowman, the leading druggist of our city, 
and a gentleman noted for his ability, upright- 
ness and fair dealing, called on me and stated 
that he had been dispensing the fluid extract of 
cascara manufactured by , San Francisco, 
and that its action was so different from that of 
Parke, Davis & Co.’s as to cause complaint from 
all who took it. The quantity prescribed was 
the same as that of P., D. & Co.'s, but the effect 
was to vomit and purge even when the minimum 
dose was given. The griping and irritation were 
so great that its use had to be suspended until 
the unpleasant symptoms had disappeared, and if it 
was again resumed it was followed by the same 
results as before. Had this occurred in one case it 
might have been supposed that there was some 
peculiarity in the case forbidding its use. But the 
same results were experienced in a//the cases, which 
led to an examination of the matter to ascertain the 
facts in the premises. The fluid extract was first 
examined; it was somewhat darker in color, and 
entirely unlike P., D. & Co.’s in smell and taste. The 
taste was decidedly more bitter with considerable 
pungency and acridity. An examination of the 
bark furnished a key to the mystery and decided 
the question. It is difficult to describe a bark 
understandingly, but the false variety of the bark 
had the appearance of the bark of the white-wood 
or cotton-wood tree, quite white; while that of the 
true has much the appearance of the apple tree 
bark, being much darker. The false proves to be 





the alder-leaved buckthorn (rhamnus frangula— 
Californian variety). This species is much more 
active than the purshiana, and is not as well 
adapted to the treatment of dyspepsia and consti- 
pation, so far as experience with the drug has 
proven. Many tons of this bark have been gathered 
this season and are now in the market under the 
name rhamnus purshiana. 

I write this for the benefit of those who have 
used the true purshiana, that should they ex- 
perience such results as I have referred to they 
may be able to account for them; and that they 
may not condemn the true drug from having used 
something else. 

The California laurel introduced by Dr. Mann 
was formerly the oreodaphne Cal., but now the 
umbellaria Cal. It belongs to the natural order 
lauracee. 1am pleased to note the work of Dr. 
Mann in drug testing, and hope he will continue 
his researches in that direction. The drug he 
writes on is a most potent one, and a careful 
trial of it will, I am satisfied, verify Dr. Mann’s 
assertions regarding it. 


[ Translation. ] 

Erigeron Canadense in Gonorrhea— 
Jacaranda Caroba (Folia Carobz) a 
Remedy for Syphilis. 

3y Dr. ScHuss_Ler, Oldenburg. 


URING my practice of ten years I have been 
daily occupied with diseases of a syphilitic 
nature. Gonorrhoea and secondary syphilis were 
presented most frequently. It had often been pos- 
sible for meto cure a case of gonorrhcea in several 
weeks by application of the regular medicines re- 
commended therefor, but in the greater number of 
cases recovery was slow, the cure sometimes pro- 
tracted through several months, so that I began to 
question whether the cessation of the discharge 
might not be due to nature’s own recuperative 
powers in place of a result brought about by the 
action of the medicines employed. 

Of late I have employed in gonorrhoea a remedy 
recommended in this journal, which is erigeron 
Canadense. This remedy, although not a specific, 
has in my hands produced good results in several 
cases. 

Concerning the treatment of secondary syph- 
ilis, however, I know of no better remedy for it 
than jacaranda caroba (folia carobz). I first met 
with a notice of this article in the “Text Work 
of Materia Medica” of Lippe. 

I apply the jacaranda in every form of secondary 
syphilis, and in every case when the patients re- 
port again, which occurs once in about two weeks, 
I can recognize an improvement. I have prescribed 
this drug, which I have given four times a day. 
Will the jacaranda likewise prove a remedy for 
recent chancre? I am _ not yet warranted in giv- 
ing a decisive reply to this question. I have been 
confronted once, so far, with a favorable result 
from this direction. 

A full month ago I was consulted by an old 
gentleman regarding a genital trouble which he 
reported as ensuing upon cohabitation with an un- 
known female. The foreskin was very much 
swollen, and could not be pushed back over the 
head of the penis. In the attempt to do this a 
large quantity of yellowish-green matter escaped. 
Acting, in this case, on the principle that a remedy 
which had been found to possess such excellent 
activity in secondary syphilis, should certainly be 
of incalculably greater service in the first stages, I 
administered jacaranda, with the request that the 
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patient should present himself again in a few 
days. 

At the second consultation, which occurred eight 
days after the first one, I could perceive a decided 
improvement. I therefore continued the jacaranda. 


The patient is now almost entirely recovered. 


Enuresis. 
By A. O’Neixt, M. D., Meadville, Pa. 


i in affection is peculiar to children, and is 

frequent in old age. Leaving out the causes, 
such as stone in the bladder, irritability of that 
organ and gastro-intestinal irritation, which are 
exceedingly frequent as causes, another still exists 
in children occasionally, where a strumous habit 
appears as the prime factor, when nerve force is 


impaired through defective nutritive functions. | of others. 





This class is apparently the most difficult to rem- 
edy. Having had a child six years old under treat- 
ment lately where traces of mal-assimilation ap- 
peared to be the predisposing cause, I resorted to 
the usual remedies, such as iron, cantharides, etc., ad 
nauseam, which were without such relief as usually 
follows. Medicine was discontinued for a week, 
when fluid extract rhus aromatica was given in 
fifteen-drop doses thrice daily, the last dose im- 
mediately before sending the child to bed. This 
was kept up for two weeks, gradually increasing 





the dose to 25 drops fer dze, when the child 
ceased “wetting the bed.” How this remedy acts 
is not within the province of this article to deter- 
|mine, as a more extended use of this remedy will 
| give it a therapeutical value which it eminently de- 
serves. This is the first thorough test in my own 
hands, hence I speak conjointly with the experience 














Correspondence. 





Answers to Botanical Queries. 





To Geo. Sprague, M.D., Pleasant Hill P. O., Ind. 


Eupatorium Aromaticum. 

This specimen is a species of eupatorium or 
thoroughwort. The portion of the plant sent 
agrees very closely with eupatorium aromaticum, L. 
It will perhaps be sufficient for our correspondent 
to say that it belongs to the genus eupatorium, 
and that none of the plants of this genus are 
known to be poisonous. See L£upatortum in 
“United States Dispensatory,” p. 402, and “ Na- 
tional Dispensatory,” p. 507. 


To B. F. Moore, M.D., Poplar Bluffs, Ashley 
Co., Ark. 


Alnus Serrulata, Ait. 


This specimen, consisting of leaves, catkins, stem 
and root, is a variety of alnus serrulata ait., or 
smooth alder. It differs from the typical species in 
having less finely serrate leaves, but otherwise ap- 
pears to be altogether identical with it. 

This species of alder and its varieties (often 
called black alder), are widely distributed through 
the northern states and southward as far as New 
Mexico. There are several varieties which differ 
chiefly in the form, size and serration of the leaves, 
but all have essentially the same properties. The 
bark is astringent, also the leaves and aments, but 
the last have a less proportion of tannin than the 
leaves and bark. 

For description of the bark and an account of its 
action and uses, see “ National Dispensatory,” art. 
Alnus, also ‘“U. S. Dispensatory,” extra official 
list. 


To G. A. Cable, Brownhelm, Loraine Co., Ohio. 


Nabalus Altissimus (Hook.), Apocynum Canna- 
binum, L,, Penthorum Sedoides, L. 


1. Nabalus Altisstmus (Hook.), or tall white | 


lettuce, one of a number of species that go by 
the name of “rattlesnake root.” It belongs to 
the natural order Composite (Ligu/zflore). This 
species is best distinguished by its cylindrical 
greenish involucre of 5 scales, and the small num- 
ber of flowers in each head (only 5 or 6). The 


pappus is of a dirty white, or very light brownish 


color, the acheria quite slender and more or less 
grooved. The leaves are exceedingly variable in 
form, and several varieties have been made out, 
based upon their different forms. They are cor- 
date, deltoid, ovate, entire or considerably lobed, 
etc. Probably the leaf sent was taken from the 
upper part of the plant, and is therefore more slen- 
der than others. 

The plants of this genus are from a thick, tu- 
berous root, which is very bitter, and probably 
suggests the common name of “ gall of the earth” 
for one of them. The plants also abound in a 
milky, bitter juice. 

NV. Altéssimus, “in common with other species, 
is employed with marked success in curing the bite 
of the rattlesnake. The juice of the plant, boiled 
in milk, is taken internally, and poultices of the 
leaves are constantly applied to the wound. 

4V. albus is perhaps rather more common than 
the one last mentioned in the northern States, and 
has been introduced into England, where it seems 
to have some reputation as a medicinal plant. It 
is distinguished by its drown pappus, dingy white 
flowers, purplish tnvolucre v4 about 8§ scales, 
larger number of flowers in the head, and angud/ar, 
variously toothed leaves. 

2. Apocynum Cannabinum, L., or Indian hemp. 

There are two species of apocynum, both very 
common in the northern States. These are best 
distinguished by their fowers, which in the species 
named are greenzsh whtte, with erect corolla lobes, 
and a calyx nearly equal to the tube of the corolla, 
while in A. androsemifolium, L., the calyx is 
much shorter than the corolla-tube, and the co- 
rolla itself is de//-shaped, with revolute lobes, white 
striped with light red, and considerably more 
showy than that of the first species. The leaves 
and fruit of the two species resemble each other 
very closely, and we should say that when the root 
is collected some of the flowers ought, if possible, 
to be gathered as a means of preventing mistakes. 
This, however, would require it to be gathered 
rather early, and, as distinctive characters may be 
drawn from the roots themselves, perhaps is un- 





| with certainty by this. 
iy the flowers or the roots should be exam- 


| necessary. 

| The identification in this case is based upon the 
| form of the leaf, which is more like that of 4. canna- 
| 6¢num than of the other species ; the fruit is so nearly 
alike in the tw istinguished 
alike in the two that they cannot be distinguishe 

If absolute certainty is re- 


ined, 
3. Penthorum Sedvoides, L., or ditch stone- 
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crop. Advertised as a remedy for catarrh. Very 
common in wet places. 

4. Leaves and flowering stems. We cannot iden- 
tify this with certainty without having either flow- 
ers or fruit in good condition, and would rather give 
no judgment until one or both of these can be 
sent. 

5. Fragment of,root. We have not yet been able 
to determine this. 





Inquiries. 





Berberis Aquifolium. 


Iam desirous of knowing if any therapeutical 
relationship exists between berberis aquifolium and 
the well-known berberis vulgaris, so long used by 
many medical men. I have never yet used the 
former, nor have I seen any description of its prop- 
erties and uses that indicates particularly what 
class of structures it influences, nor the specific 
nature of its action. 

I wouldglike to ask an answer, through your 
columns, to the following facts concerning it, viz. : 
What tissues does it chietly and generally influence ? 
Is it relaxant, stimulant, astringent, or does it 
combine any two of these properties? What con- 
dition are structures that it expends its influence 
on, left in after its use for some time? Is it oneof 
those agents that, if given to an individual in 
health, will leave him in such a condition after pro- 
tracted use? Inquiringly, 

W. F. TAIT, M. D. 

GALESBURG, IIl., Oct. 31st, 1879. 





Replies. 





California Laurel. 

In NEW PREPARATIONS, Dr. L.,Mann says, in 
speaking of the California Laurel, “the botani- 
cal designation of the plant is unknown to me,” 
etc. 

According to Prof. J. D. Whitney, it is known 
as Tetranthera Californica. 

The wood is used in ornamental work, and the 
nut is eaten by the Indians. 

L. H. BUNNELL, M. D. 


HOMER, Minn., Oct. 18, 1879.’ 
Necrosis—Plagiarism. 

For the information as to the best treatment of 
necrosis, see Boston Medical and Surgical Four- 
nal, August, 1876. 

Your clipping, under the caption of “ Diet for 
the Corpulent,” and accredited to Dr. M. M. Grif- 
fith, in the Mfedical Brief, is plagiarized from the 
Virginia Medical Monthly, Dr. James’s paper on 
Consumption. Don’t you think it better to give 
credit where it belongs? Your journal, as a whole, 
is admirable. 

EPHRAIM CUTTER, M. D. 


BosTON, Mass., Oct. 20, 1879. 


Craniotomy. 


Inotice the reply of Dr. Rouse to the questions 
propounded by Dr. Inglis in regard to performing 
the operation of craniotomy. Can it be possible 
that the doctor considers his reply an adequate 
one? Certainly his reply, on page 227 of your 
September number, does not tally with the experi- 
ence of medical practitioners, my Own, most 
surely. To be brief, let me cite a very common 
case in point: A very fleshy patient, young, znex- 
perienced and a primipara, is in labor forty- 





eight hours, waters drain off; patient without 
sleep and in constant pain. You are summoned, 
and pronounce the patient in labor (to the astonish- 
ment of the attending friends). You finally get 
the head of a ten-pound child impact in the bones. 
Patient fazls zn strength, faints, and is fast be- 
coming in a dying condition; chz/d alive. You 
cannot apply forceps, or you would have done so. 
Are you to wait ? 

Supposing you find a tumor in the vagina, as I 
did in a late case; or you find a Aydrocephalous 
head. Every physician understands that it does 
not do if your patient shows signs of sinking, to 
wait too long, for he cannot tell exactly how long 
he may be in relieving his patient. It is well to 
hold the life even of an infant unborn, sacred, but 
when the life of the mother is at stake, the in- 
fant’s life is to be but lightly considered. Of 
course where the foetus is dead, as in the doctar’s 
reply, there is nothing to be considered. I- hope 
some physician (as the question is now up, who 
feels like undertaking the task), will in your next 
number make a full and adequate reply, for the 
benefit of young practitioners more especially. 

Respectfully yours, 


FREEMAN HERSEY CHASE, M. D. 
ORLAND, Maine, Oct. 15, 1879. 








Communications. 





Jaborandi. 


I have taken the fluid extract of jaborandi, and 
find that for several days after, I experienced a dis- 
gust for spirituous or malt liquors. I would 
like to hear what other physicians have to say in 
their practice on that point. If this is one of the 
properties of jaborandi on all persons it would be 
worth knowing. J. M. FOOTE, M. D. 

ARCHBALD, Pa., Oct. 5, 1879. 


Cascara Cordial. 

I have used cascara cordial in a number of 
cases, of which I report one. Mrs. A., aged 67 
years, afflicted* with weakness of stomach and 
habitual constipation. Just after the state fair I 
received of L. W. Cole, druggist, a sample of cas- 
cara cordial, administered it in dessertspoonful 
doses three times a day, for two days, at which 
time I had gratifying results, after which I gave it 
in teaspoonful doses. Since this time she is en- 
tirely free from her malady. 

L. A. CHAFFEE, M. D. 

GREENVILLE, Mich. 


Sumbul (Musk Root). 


I introduced sumbul into Tennessee more than 
thirty years ago. I have never had an extract to 
fill my full desires until I had that prepared by 
Parke, Davis & Co. I have had cases of hysteria 
within the past four months, of years’ continuance, 
to which the armamentarium of anti-hysteric agents 
had been unsuccessfully applied, and which to-day 
I have the credit of having cured. For this credit 
I am indebted to a mixture of P., D. & Co.’s 
fluid extracts of cascara sagrada, sumbul and kava- 
kava. I commend the kava-kava to the profound 
consideration of medical men. 

FRANK A. RAMSEY, M. D. 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. 


Jamaica Dogwood. 

Ihave used fluid extract of Jamaica dogwood 
in two cases of spinal irritation, one a marked 
case of neurasthenia, both attended with almost 
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constant pain. For the relief of this symptom 
various sedatives have been used, and, with the 
exception of opium, all have failed. But its dis- 
agreeable after-effects have made its administra- 
tion a dread to the sufferers. Having recently re- 
ceived a sample bottle of extract Jamaica dog- 
wood, I divided it between the two cases, and am 
happy to report that it thus far supplies the place 
of the opium most admirably, without constipating, 
or, in fact, being followed by any of the disagree- 
able symptoms that are the bane of the latter. 
Verytruly, C.G. ESTABROOK, M. D. 


BINGHAMTON, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1879. 


Eriodyction Californicum. 


This plant has been known to me as a remedial 
agent, under the Spanish name of yerba santa since 
the early part of 1849. It is termed yerba santa, 
or holy herb, by old Indians and Californians 
from the fact that it was considered by them a 
Specific in all disorders of the stomach. 

My first acquaintance with the remedy was at 
the wedding of Mr. Savage, an old resident of 
California, with the daughter of a powerful Indian 
chief named “Jesus,” which took place at Savage’s 
trading camp, on the borders of the river Tono- 
lomne, where he administered it with great success 
to the miners and Indians, to counteract the effects 
of the debauch inevitable on such occasions. This 
was some time between April and June, 1849. 
Since then I have used it extensively in my prac- 
tice. 

CHARLES J. FREEMAN, M. D. 


SANTA BARBARA, Cal., Aug. 12, 1879. 


Liquor Ergote Purificatus—Jamaica Dogwood— 
Cascara Sagrada. 


I have had occasion to test liquor ergote puri- 
ficatus both hypodermically and by the stomach. 
I am much pleased with the result. Shall feel 
quite safe to keep a bottle on hand all the time. 

I have also tried fluid extract Jamaica dogwood ; 
am not fully satisfied in regard to its anodyne 
effect ; my experience has been somewhat varied, 
it will quiet when there is not much pain, but will 
not take the place of morphine in my opinion; I 
think, however, it is a valuable remedy. I found 
it put a quietus upon a chronic cough in two cases, 
which annoyed the patients so much as to keep 
them awake most of the night. Shall continue the 
remedy and report to you in the future. 

I have been using fluid extract cascara sagrada 
for nearly two years with satisfaction to myself 
and patients. I consider it a great discovery; in 
fact your remedies in general have given perfect 
satisfaction. D. R. GREENLEE, M. D. 

MEADVILLE, Pa., Oct. 13, 1879. 


Cascara Sagrada. 


A few words in relation to your new remedies, 
several of which I have, and am using. The in- 
terest and enterprise you have exhibited is certainly 
commendable, and should be appreciated. Some 
of them may not prove as valuable as might be 
desired, and it could not be expected. There must 
be some chaff with the wheat, but certainly some 
of the remedies are valuable acquisitions to our 
materia medica. 

The cascara sagrada as a remedy for constipa- 
tion has proved, in my hands, an unfailing success, 
and most certainly supplies a lack in our list of 
remedies, which I have long looked for; and 
though the above name may not be the proper 
one, yet I do not see that its effects in the 
human system differ materially by calling it rham- 





nus purshiana. I frequently combine it with ber- 
beris aquifolium, another new remedy, which | 
consider indispensable. 

Several other of the new remedies I am usin 
with which I am favorably impressed, and shall 
write you my opinion of them in due time. 

Yours, S. B. MUNN, M.D. 

WATERBURY, Conn., Aug. 23, 1879. 

Black Haw. 

I wish to make a few remarks in regard to the 
therapeutical value of black haw in threatened mis- 
carriage. 

A lady, who was advanced five months in preg- 
nancy, applied to me, saying she would like to 
have her child saved, as she had lost five children 
previous to this one by miscarriage, at the sixth 
month. She was of a very nervous temperament, 
and had been troubled some with chorea sancti 
viti. It was certainly a delicate case, and I thought 
ita good time to test your fluid extract viburnum 
prunifolium, and at once prescribed drachm doses 
three times a day. In three or four days a marked 
improvement was manifest, and at the end of the 
sixth month there was not the slightest symptom 
of miscarriage. I then ordered it continued twice 
a day until the ninth month, when she was de- 
livered of a fine healthy child. Of course during 
treatment some attention to diet was observed, 
and hot drinks avoided. She is a strong, healthy 
woman to-day, with clear complexion, and strong 
nerves. 

Iam so well pleased over my success in this 
case, that I should experiment further with this 
valuable drug, and report again. 

I shall soon give you my experience with ber- 
beris aquifolium extract, having tested it fully in a 
large number of cases during the past nine months, 

Yours truly, Dr. F. W. OLIVER. 

UNION, Iowa, Aug. 15, 1879. 


Jaborandi in Dropsy—A Test Case. 


Mr. Van Tuy], zt. 70, bilious temperament, was 
afflicted with enlarged liver and valvular difficulty 
of the heart for a number of years, which cul- 
minated in general dropsy. 

Was called Oct. 9th to see patient. Found him 
unable to walk around, and would lose his breath 
if put in a reclined position; his limbs seemed 
ready to burst, they were so full, and as he had 
been troubled years before with varicose ulcers, 
and there was a constant exudation from several 
sinuses on each leg, I made up my mind to try 
jaborandi. I, gave him fluid extract jaborandi in 
drachm doses every four hours for twenty-four 
hours, which had the full effect. To use his lan- 
guage, he says he “held his mouth over a wash dish 
and let it run full, and sweat as he never did before.” 
He passed 2% gallons of water by the kidneys in 
the twenty-four hours, and his size was reduced 
73% inches; limbs became flabby, and he can now 
walk around, sleep in bed, and feels comfortable. 

I consider jaborandi prepared by Parke, Davis 
& Co. to be a reliable specific in anasarca. 

Will some one try it in a case of dropsy, and re- 
port. Fraternally, 

J. P. MARSH, M. D. 

KIRKWOOD, IIl., Oct. 27, 1879. 


Cascara Sagrada. 

Referring to P., D. & Co.’s fluid extract of 
cascara sagrada, I have used it constantly for 
some three or four months as a remedy for con- 
stipation, with uniform success. I generally pre- 


scribe : 
R. Fi. ext. cascara sagrada, 3 j. 
Simple syrup, 3 ii). 
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My experience with this preparation has been so 
satisfactory that I have no hesitation in recom- 
mending it to the medical profession as a most 
valuable remedy in habitual constipation. 

C. E. NICHOLS, M. D. 

TROY, N. Y., Sept. 12, 1879. 

Cascara Sagrada—Rhus Aromatica. 

Have had occasion to try cascara sagrada in a 
very obstinate case of long-continued constipation, 
which had resisted all the “ old” remedies, so far 
as procuring anything like permanent relief. 
There was much gastric irritability, but the rem- 
edy was well borne, and acted well upon the secre- 
tions of the alimentary canal, producing regular 
and easy stools. So far as my experience goes, I 
think it a splendid remedy, and well calculated to 
fill the object for which it was intended. 

Have also had an opportunity of testing the vir- 
tues of the rhus aromatica in a case of enuresis of 
long standing. The patient has been and still re- 
mains much benefited by the remedy, and my 
firm belief isthat a permanent cure will be effected 
by a steady perseverance with the medicine for a 
still longer time. Will speak more of this case at 
some future time. I intend testing the other pre- 
parations when a good opportunity offers, and shall 
take pleasure in informing you of the result. So 
far, I am well pleased with all the preparations 
I have used from your house, and shall continue 
to use them in preference to those of other make, 
considering them more reliable. Yours truly, 

A. G. WARD, M. D. 

LIBERTYVILLE, Iowa, Oct. 3, 1879. 


Ustilago Maidis—Rhus Aromatica. 


From ustzlago maidzs | have obtained very positive 
results. It is superior to ergot of rye in labor. It 
does not cause nausea, and gives better satisfaction 
in various ways. It seems to be more certain in 
its effects towards labor, and renders what other- 
wise would be a tedious and distressing case, a 
natural and easy one. It stops hemorrhage quicker 
than its rival; but in making use of it, I would 
advise practitioners to be alive in regard to the 
secundines, for they follow with expedition, in 
which case I also find the thoroughness of the 
contractions makes it safer for the patient. I have 
used it in one case (this week) of expulsion of 
sarcomatous uterine tumor, and with success and 
satisfaction. 

I have tested rhus aromatica on two cases of 
diabetes. I find it exerting a very favorable in- 
fluence, and there is material change in the dis- 
ease taking place. I combine a small quantity of 
eucalyptus with it; also other things according to 
my judgment, in each particular case. 

I will report more fully by and by, after I shall have 
seen further results, and the trial of the other articles. 

Kava-kava 1 have used for some months now. 
It is the best thing I know of in gonorrhoea, both 
acute and chronic. 

By the way, it is but just to persons interested 
for me to state that Parke, Davis & Co.’s fluid ex- 
tract of senna alex. is extolled by our patients 
above other specimens. “ The real senna,” they say, 
“and not a spoonful of liquorice.” 

J. INGRAHAM BROWN, M.D., LL. D. 

ATHENS, Somerset Co., Me., Sept. 17th, 1879. 
Damiana. 

I send you the following for publication, in fa- 
vor of one of our new and interesting drugs known 
as damiana. Having tested its virtues thoroughly 
and watched its action and effect closely, 1 make 
this report for the good of my medical brethren. 





I was called, June 11th, 1879, to see a man, &t. 
30, medium size, nervo-bilious temperament, mar- 
ried and father of two children, a farmer by occu- 
pation. Found him very much emaciated, and so 
nervous he could not hold a spoon steady long 
enough to convey it to his mouth. Made a thor- 
ough examination and got the history of his former 
state of health from his wife. I took a four-ounce 
bottle of his urine to my office, and tests showed 
that lurking monster— hidden spermatorrhea. 
Next day placed him upon the following : 

BR. Damiana, fluid extract, 3 iv. 
r, nux vom., 31). 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful every five hours. 
over whole surface each night. 

Continued treatment for six weeks, and arrested 
the disease. Patient has gained over twenty 
pounds of flesh. No emissions of semen are 
visible now, and he is feeling very much better. I 
have never in my twenty-two years’ practice found 
a remedy so efficient and prompt in its action as 
damiana in the treatment of sexual debility of all 
kinds. These are facts, and I hope they may add 
to the justly merited favor of the new remedy pre- 
pared by Parke, Davis & Co. Respectfully, etc., 

J. P. MARSH, M. D. 

KIRKWOOD, IIl., Sept. 25, 1879. 

Cascara Sagrada and Damiana. 

I am frequently called upon to prescribe in cases 
of habitual constipation, and send you herewith a 
prescription which has invariably produced the 
most gratifying results: 

BR. Fi. ext. cascara sagrada (P., D. & Co.’s), § iij. 
Glycerine, 3 j. 
Fl. ext. nux vomica, gtts. xxv. 
Es. peppermint, q. s. 

M. Sig. One teaspoonful on retiring and in the 
morning before breakfast. I could report nume- 
rous cases that have been cured by this remedy, 
but will at present note but one: 

Mrs. A., aged 35; serious bowel constipation, 
had used an injection for every passage during a 
period of eight or ten years. Gave her the pre- 
scription, as above, which was filled twice. She 
has discontinued it for the past three months, and 
reports an entire recovery. Bowels regular and 
general health much improved. I might say here 
that this satisfactory result was obtained from the 
use of the fluid extract of cascara, or rhamnus 
purshiana, manufactured by Parke, Davis & Co., 
and that I have tried the article as made by other 
manufacturers without receiving any result there- 
from whatever. 

I am also using P., D. & Co.’s fluid extract 
damiana in cystitis and kidney diseases with 
effect. Have also given it as an aphrodisiac with 
marked effect. Respectfully yours. 

L. W. ALDEN, M. D. 

AUBURN, N. Y., Oct. 12, 1870. 


Bathe 


Cascara Sagrada. 

I have used the fluid extract cascara sagrada for 
the last nine months with very varied results. I 
have given it a very careful trial in a considerable 
number of cases and have not obtained as satis- 
factory results as those reported in your journal. 
It seems a little strange while others report uni- 
versal success with the remedy, in my hands suc- 
cess is the exception and failure the rule. In a 
majority of cases I find it will operate mildly on 
the bowels, apparently with no more effect than 
any other mild cathartic. Ina few it acts similar 
to blue mass, while in a small percentage of cases 
it has no effect whatever, although given in large 
doses and continued for a considerable length of 
time: In my practice it has failed in at least sixty- 
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five per cent of all cases to be of more value than 
the most common cathartics in use. It would oc- 
cupy too much of your valuable space to give a 
detailed account of each case, nor is it necessary, 
for they were all just such as are reported to your 
journal in which cascara sagrada is said to have 
acted like a charm. 

Dr. Bundy lauds it to the skies for habitual con- 
stipation and kindred complaints dependent upon 
torpidity of the liver and bowels. _I find it much in- 
ferior, in these conditions, to older and better estab- 
lished remedies. J. W. POWELL, M. D. 

PARADISE, Nevada, Oct. 4, 1879. 


[Perhaps the varying results in the use of fluid 
extract cascara sagrada by Dr. Powell may be due 
to his use of preparations of rhamnus frangula and 
other articles sold as fluid extract cascara sagrada 
upon the market. It certainly is strange that his 
experience differs so greatly from that of others if 
he employs the genuine article.—ED.} 


Hair-cap Moss. 


I will simply give you a short account of what I 
know about hair-cap moss. In the first place the 
drug is one of the best remedies to remove irritation 
in neck of bladder that I ever saw; it never fails. 
In a case of childbirth the other day, I gave in the 
retention of urine, which followed, one-half tea- 
spoonful in one ounce of water every two hours, 
and it worked like a charm. 

I have also found wazcorn root very useful in 
simple inflammation of the stomach. I have used 
it for seminal weakness and for strengthening 
round and broad ligaments. I have also found it 
of great benetit in irritation of ovarian membrane, 
and in combination with balmony | have found it 
very efficacious in curing eczema. 

Life-root | have used in a large number of cases 
of obstructed menses of long standing, say from four 
to eight months, and it has always worked quite 
satistactorily. 

1 will give you one case. Miss G., of this city, 
aged 19, of sanguine temperament, came to me 
last April; at that time had not menstruated for 
over six months, had a bad cough accompanied with 
night sweats, unable to pertorm any labor, her 
mother and friends supposed she was in the last 
stages of phthisis. I found the patient very much 
debilitated. Pulse go, with short, hacking cough, 
dullness on percussion of right lung, bowels 
constipated and bad digestion. 1 commenced to 
give her general treatment, kept this up for 
tour weeks and then commenced to give life-root 
and unicorn root in one-half teaspoonful doses in 
water, One teaspoonful twice a day each. Kept 
that up until two months ago, when | discharged 
my patient cured, and she is now menstruating 
regularly. I will note one more, that of a young 
man aged 23, who came to me one year ago with 
complaint of loss of sexual powers,in fact had had 
no power of erection of penis for the last two years ; 
previous history bad, had commenced masturbation 
at the age of fourteen, was troubled with bad pains 
in head, loss of memory, very nervous, with cold 
extremities, violent palpitation of heart. This 
case had been treated here by our best physicians 
previous to his calling on me. I commenced gen- 


eral treatment to improve digestion, with nerve sed- 
atives, and then depended wholly on unicorn root. 
In seven months | discharged my man well, and 
up to the present time he has had no trouble, and 
has gained over thirty pounds. 
C. E. LIVINGSTON, M. D. 
TOLEDO, Ohio, Oct. 8, 1879. 








New Remedies—Rhamnus Purshiana — Yerba 
Reuma—Grindelia Squarrosa — Eucalyptus 
Globulus—Coto Bark—Choleate of Soda. 


I will attempt to give you brief sketches in this 
article in regard to my experience relating to some 
of the few new preparations I have lately em- 
ployed in my practice. 

kKkhamnus Purshiana — Have found the fluid 
extract to answer admirably in cases of habitual 
constipation, especially as it exists in women hay- 
ing trouble with the genito-urinary organs. Have 
usually given in doses from one-half to one tea- 
spoonful, atbedtime. The usual results are one or 
more evacuations from bowels on the following 
morning, and generally, at least one a day for the 
next few days. I can only call to mind two cases 
in which it has failed me in this particular, 7. ¢., 
moving the bowels. 

One of the cases in which it failed is one of ad- 
vanced tubercle, in which nervous prostration is at 
times a prominent symptom. The other was a re- 
cently prolapsed uterus, with great nervous agita- 
tion. 

I have in no case observed any tendency toward 
an aggravation of the constipation—a result so 
common in the employment of cathartic medicines. 
Have not been able to determine any direct action 
on the liver. 

Yerba Reuma.—Have used this article only 
sparingly. Have used it in otorrhcea, and think it 
worthy a trial in affections of this kind, as well as 
in nasal catarrh. 

Prescribed it in one case in which there was 
partial destruction of the membrana tympani. 

Usually use it one-fourth strength, with either 
glycerine or water. 

Grindelia Squarrosa.—Has utterly failed to 
benefit a case of splenic enlargement, in my 
hands, though used “according to directions.” 

Eucalyptus Globulus——Have tried the fluid ex- 
tract faithfully in chronic ague, and found it to be 
of no permanent benefit. 

Administered in full doses where the paroxysms 
had recurred only a few times, it had the effect of 
stopping them temporarily. 

Coto Bark.—Have been well pleased with the 
results obtained, so far, by the use of the fluid ex- 
tract in infantile diarrhoea and dysentery. Have 
seen no bad effect from having employed it in sev- 
eral cases of both simple diarrhoea and dysentery. 

Choleate of Soda.—Have been much gratified 
to see the severe and dangerous paroxysms of 
suffering from the passage of biliary calculi even- 
tually entirely cease under the use of this prepara- 
tion. Its modus operandi appears to be stopping 
the formation of calcult. 

The diagnosis was proven beyond doubt in one 
case, by obtaining several formations from the 
feeces before its administration. 

A. H. PHILLIPS, M. D. 


SALUDA, Ind., July 28, 1879. 


Veratrum Viride. 


I feel called upon to reply to a personal attack 
and unjust criticism by Dr. Hagadorn, upon 
my article which was published in the July number 
of NEW PREPARATIONS. 

However unpleasant the task is to me, justice 
and the interests of science seem to require it. The 
question which interests the profession is not, 
which is the greater man, Dr. H., or the writer ? 
but which is the proper dose of the fluid extract 
of veratrum viride—three to five drops repeated, or 
one and a half to two fluid drachms; about the 
proportionate dose for an adult, where one-third of 
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a teaspoonful is given to a child two and a half 
years old. 

He starts out in a peculiarly happy style, as 
though it would bea great pleasure for him to 
devour a few common men for breakfast, and says 
of himself, “I’m not vain;” and yet in the first 
paragraph of his article, he uses the personal pro- 
noun, first person (I), twenty-four times. 

Attention is drawn to the following sentence, to 
wit: “‘ The doctor will perhaps be pleased to learn 
that out of my 5ocases referred to in my article, two 
died ; and singularly enough to one of them I gave 
no veratrum.”” “Singularly enough,” out of fifty 
cases treated with veratrum, in one he used “xo 
veratrum.” Again, “to the other, instead of 
giving a ‘heroic dose,’ I only gave drop doses re- 
peated every half hour, and the convulsions con- 
tinued until death closed the scene, a high and 
bounding pulse continuing almost to the last.” 

Oh! thou lover of science! thou devoted 
Esculapius ! knowing well what a teaspoonful or 
two would do, you just let your patient dze to 
prove to the profession that one-drop doses (which 
no one recommends) would not cure. And again, 
“In the other forty-eight cases, I gave veratrum in 
from 10 to 20-drop doses, or even more.”” Now, 
this is qualifying his former statement considerably, 
where he says he gave to the “bright little girl, 
2% years of age, a third of a teaspoonful.” And 
in the next sentence he says, “ Since that summer 
Ihave not given one-third teaspoonful doses of 
veratrum, simply because I do not think it neces- 
sary, deeming smaller doses quite sufficient for its 
antispasmodic effect—which I did at the time I 
gave it—depending on less depressing emetics,” 
etc. Ohconsistency! Since that summer (1876) 
he has not given it in these large doses, and yet 
in last April (1879) number of this journal, he 
gives the case to illustrate his “method of using 
it.” And he says he did not “think it necessary ” 
to give these large doses at ‘he time he gave it. 
Then why did he give such doses? Was it to as- 
tonish the profession, and show them that he dared 
to give ten or twenty times as much as they would ? 
Or was it “ just for the fun of it?” Or was it like 
Dr. S.,a “ borned doctor,” who, having heard that 
aconite would allay fever, and not knowing what 
the dose should be, told the husband of his patient 
to get aquantity of the leaves, make a strong tea 
of it, and have her drink it freely. In this case 
the inquisitiveness of the druggist prevented a 
funeral; in the other the emetic properties of the 
drug did it. Hethen winds up the paragraph with 
the astonishing bit of information, that “ stimu- 
lants properly administered, stimulate the heart’s 
action, while the veratrum rene: de 

After delivering himself of this last oracle, he 
turned and slashed at me terribly. And this is so 
unkind, as I never even mentioned his name, nor 
had I the least desire to detract anything from his 
great fame, but in my innocence thought I was 
contributing a feather to our medical lore. 

He says, “Here Dr. W. S. Latta from away out 
in Lincoln, Nebraska!” No, sir, “away out” is 
not right. We are not “away out,” we are right 
in the center of the universe. Start at New York, 
or Boston; go west vzé Detroit and Chicago, on 
the “ great highway of nations,” towards the Pa- 
cific, and when you come to the most beautiful 
country you ever saw, inquire of the conductor 
what State you are in, and he will tell you Nebraska. 
Then get your map and you wi!l find yorrself in 
the very center of the continent between the At- 
lantic and Pacific, and that Lincoln is the capital 
of the State. No, sir, “ away out” don’t apply. 

Now, if I should retort in his style, and say, 
“Here comes Dr. A. F. Hagadorn, from ‘away 





out’ at Bay City, near Lake Huron, above Saginaw 
bay, on the Saginaw river, where the people make 
quite a comfortable living by chopping saw logs 
and fishing,” it would not be pretty, and I don't 
do it. 

As to veratrum having been styled a new agent, 
or new remedy, look at page 53 present volume; 
look at the title of the work in which it is published ; 
look at the words “ NEW PREPARATIONS” at the 
top of every page, over every article published in 
the work. 

“He also assumes that chloral and bromide of 
potassium are antidotes to poison by veratrum.” 
We don’t do it. We simply intimate, in order to 
direct the attention of the profession to the fact 
that it may be. 

He says, “they are not.” We want better evi- 
dence than his bare assertion, since in the same 
sentence he asserts their “only effect being to 
allay nausea and vomiting.”” Ridiculous. 

But he gives himself away in the following more 
effectually, if possible, than inanything which has 
been noticed: “But who would think but a man 
that is fully up—yes, I must put it stronger, far in 
advance of ‘the age’ of giving chloral or bromide 
of potassium as anantidote. Then, after assuming 
an absurdity,” etc. Any man at all posted in the 
profession should know that chloral has been 
proven the most effectual antidote for poisoning by 
strychnine; and bromine has been for years used 
as an antidote for the poison of venomous reptiles. 

And in the article he is criticising, reference was 
made to Dr. G. W. Thompson’s case of a young 
lady who had taken twenty grains of strychnine 
for suicidal purposes. The doctor gave eighty 
grains of chloral hydrate at once, and followed it 
in a few minutes with forty grains more; then 
twenty grain doses at intervals of from ten to thirty 
minutes, till all convulsive symptoms had subsided, 
when profuse emesis ensued, followed by a deep 
sleep of a few hours; after which castor oil and 
glycerine were given in ounce doses until the 
bowels were freely moved. The next day the 
patient sat up and made a good recovery, no bad 
effects remaining either from the poison or its an- 
tidote. 

If Dr. H. had read the reports of experiments 
made by direction of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation a few years ago on the antagonism of medi- 
cines, wherein it was conclusively proved that a 
fatal dose of strychnia could be neutralized by a 
fatal dose of chloral hydrate, he would not have 
made this nonsensical blunder. It is to be hoped 
he will be a wiser, if not a better man, after this tilt. 

He says we gave the veratum in “cumulative 
doses,” and a little farther along he throws in the 
ponderous sentence inclosed in a_ parenthesis 
“(omnibus you see.)” This alarmed us, for we 
know that we never could divine its meaning. It 
must be in part Latin. It will take Webster’s 
friends a long time to get revenge for the way 
he has crippled the old man. 

Then who ever heard of veratrum being cumu- 
lative in its effects ? 

He has garbled and misrepresented my article 
allthrough. I care but little, except so far as 
the proper administration of the remedy in ques- 
tion is concerned. All I ask is a candid, careful 
reading of it by an enlightened profession, and let 
the reader judge. I have nothing to retract or 
alter, except a typographical error, where gelse- 
mium was recommended to “assist in relaxing the 
system.” The types made us say “relieving the 
system.” 

Good day, Dr. Come again. 

W. S. LATTA, M. D. 

LINCOLN, Nebraska. 
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Editorial. 





New Medical College Organized in 
Detroit. 


E have the pleasure of announcing that a 
new medical college, to be known as the 
“Michigan College of Medicine,” has 
been organized in this city. A joint 

stock company has been organized with $30,000 
of stock taken. The building formerly known as 
Hotel Hesse, on the corner of Gratiot avenue and 
Antoine street, has been purchased and paid for. 
This building is admirably suited to the purpose, 
being large and well arranged. It is also well 
situated, being on the same square with St. Mary’s 
hospital, which will furnish abundant material for 
clinics. Under these conditions the new college 
starts out with a prestige which few similar insti- 
tutions have enjoyed. 

The circumstances under which the project or- 
iginated are worthy of mention. Five months ago 
a number of medical gentlemen of this city, having 
at heart the dignity and welfare of the profession, 
met to discuss the feasibility and propriety of es- 
tablishing a first-class medical school in Detroit. 
They were well aware that the medical colleges in 
the land are quite numerous. They realized the 
fact, however, that the number of institutions re- 
quiring a high standard of preliminary education 
and an extended course of attendance at lectures 
is few. Consequently, acting upon this fact, it was 
determined to effect an organization at once. 

As matters progressed those interested were 
highly gratified at the encouragement extended 
them by numerous prominent medical men of this 
city and throughout the state. They were well 
aware of the magnitude of their undertaking 
in placing themselves at the outset in the 
rank of schools demanding a high preliminary 
education and attendance upon three winter courses 
of lectures prior to graduation. There are as yet 
but two colleges in the United States whose stand- 
ard compares with that of the Michigan College of 
Medicine, viz.: Medical Department of Harvard 


University, Boston, and Chicago Medical College, 
Chicago. 

The faculty feel encouraged at seeing other in- 
stitutions following in their tracks, and it is to be 
hoped that more will soon emulate the good ex- 


stringent, and fewer men and of better quality will 
seek the degree of M. D. 

The Michigan College of Medicine, insisting 
upon the above requirements, will be conducted 
strictly in the interests of the profession. 

Its board of trustees and faculty are composed 
as follows: 
President—Sidney D. Miller, Esq. 


Secretary—Wnm. B. Moran. 
Treasurer—Luther S. Trowbridge. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

Henry F. Lyster, Eugene Smith, Chas. J. Lundy, 
Luther S. Trowbridge, Wm. B. Moran, Wm. C. 
Maybury, Sidney D. Miller, J. M. Welch, Wm. C., 
Gustin, Wm. C. Williams, Charles C. Yemans, 
Wm. Foxen, George Hendrie, Henry P. Bridge, 
Thomas W. Palmer, James Burgess Book. 

FACULTY. 

H. F. Lyster, President; Daniel La Ferté, Sec- 
retary ; C. H. Leonard, Treasurer. 

H. F. Lyster, Professor of Principles and Practice 
of Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 

Wm. Brodie, Professor of Clinical Medicine. 

J. B. Book, Professor of Principles and Practice 
of Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

W. C. Gustin, Professor of Obstetrics and Clini- 
cal Midwifery. 

Daniel La Ferte, Professor of Anatomy, Clinical 
Surgery and Orthopedic Surgery. 

J. J. Mulheron, Professor of Therapeutics and 
Materia Medica. 

Theo. F. Kerr, Professor of Physiology and 
Genito-urinary Diseases. 

C. H. Leonard, Professor of Medical and Surgi- 
cal Diseases of Women, and Clinical Gynecology. 

Charles Douglas, Professor of Diseases of Chil- 
dren and Clinical Medicine. 

Duncan McLeod, Professor of Hygiene and 
Sanitary Science. 

Eugene Smith, Professor of Diseases of the Eye. 

C. J. Lundy, Professor of Clinical Ophthalmol- 
ogy, Aural Surgery and Laryngology. 

W.C. Maybury, Professor of Medical Jurispru- 
dence. 

J. E. Clarke, Professor of Medical Chemistry. 

Chas. C. Yemans, Professor of Diseases of the 
Skin. 

The professor to the chair of Chemistry will be 
appointed hereafter. 

Clinics at the college building will be opened at 
once. The preliminary term will begin early in 
March, 1880. The regular term will begin early 
the following September, and continue six months. 





Honorary Degrees. 


" FS hggrap sey-e degrees are too easily obtained 
in the United States. Three hundred and 
twenty-six colleges have power to confer them here, 
while in England only four great universities are 
authorized to bestow such degrees, and in all 
Europe only one hundred and one institutions have 
such power. President Barnard, of Columbia Col- 
lege, has abundant reason for making war upon the 
present system of distributing the title of D. D. and 
LL.D. The plan he advocates of having a bureau 
of degrees which shall pronounce upon the merits 
of the candidates for honors nominated by the 
various colleges, seems worthy of adoption.’ 


We clip the above from the Evening Mail of 





Let all schools make the requirements 


ample. 


New York city, October 11, 1879. Several years 
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ago we called attention to the ease with which the 
lower degrees were obtained from impecunious lit- 
erary colleges in this country. It is high time 
there should be some tangible distinction made be- 
tween those who have earned their degrees by 
honest study and due examination, and those who 
acquire them by gift or purchase. Well might 
President Barnard advocate some other system, 
and we trust he will not let the question pass by 
until some plan or system be inaugurated that will 
designate the value of the degree to the holder, or 
prevent their being given unless for distinguished 
merit. We would suggest that all universities or 
colleges conferring degrees for honorary distinction 
should obligate their recipients to place the word 
honorary before the degree, for in so doing no one 
could be misled as to how it was acquired 

Again, there is often no fitness in the conferring 
of degrees. A liberal donation, a friend at court, 
or the exigencies of the institution is sufficient for the 
excuse, and hence we see tradesmen, politicians and 
even doctors, lawyers and clergymen receiving 
them, neither of whom have ever done anything to 
promote science or advance letters, and have barely a 
common-school education. The issuing of honorary 
degrees is a burlesque, and the alumni of our uni- 
versities and colleges should enter a protest against 
the debasement of their hard earned diplomas. 


Is the Name Yerba Santa Public or 
Private Property ? 


N the April number of the current volume of 
| NEW PREPARATIONS, on page go, will be 
found an editorial under the above caption, from 
which we make the following extract : 


On Nov. 22d, 1870, Mr. McDermott, of Oroville, and Red- 
ington, Hostetter & Co., of San Francisco, California, regis- 
tered at the United States Patent Office, at Washington, 
D. C., a claim for the sole use of the ¢rade mark ‘‘ Yerba 
Santa.” From information derived from the parties con- 
cerned, it seems that this word was supposed by them to have 
been co¢ned at a dinner party, where the subject of giving a 
name to a new nostrum for rheumatism was under considera- 
tion. A gentleman versed in Spanish lore, who was present, 
suggested the name ‘‘ Yerba Santa” — Anglais ‘‘ Holy 
Herb ”—as a desirable title, and stating that so far as he was 
aware, the name had never before appeared in print, nor in 
fact had it existed outside his own brain. The sugges- 
tion was adopted and the name patented as above. The 
nostrum was duly issued, but achieved only a local reputa- 
tion and sale. 

In the mean time, Dr. Bundy brought the Eriodyction Cali- 
fornicum to the notice of the profession under the name 
“Yerba Santa” in an article published in Scudder’s Eclectic 
Journal, October, 1875. This article was widely read 
throughout the United States east of the Sierras, and has 
led to a large consumption of this drug in therapeutics. 

Now, at this late day comes a letter from Redington & Co., 
wholesale druggists, San Francisco, under date of Dec. 31st, 
1878, and addressed to manufacturers of fluid extracts and 
other pharmaceuticals, advising them that the name ‘‘ Yerba 
Santa” is private property, protected by patent from the 
United States, and warning all interested that the rights of 
the owners will be protected in the courts. 

Believing that the above firm had no legitimate claim to 
the protection of a patent in the premises, we have endeav- 
ored to obtain proof of the common use of the term in ques- 
tion among the Spanish population of the Pacific coast long 
prior to the date of the patent (1870). 


The claim of Redington & Co., with reference 
to their proprietorship of the name Yerba Santa 
has been employed by certain parties opposed to 








the introduction of new remedies from interested 
motives, as a means of casting suspicion upon 
one, at least, of the recent introductions from Cali- 
fornia. Bearing upon the matter at issue, and in 
the hope that it may beof interest to the profession 
at large, we give below an affidavit from an old 
resident of California, in which it will be seen that 
the fact is established that the name Yerba Santa 
existed long previous to the date of the patent of 
Mr. McDermott. This evidence, of course, voids 
any claim they may make under the patent issued 
to them. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, } 
County oF CoLusa. Gas 


Parsons L. Washburn, being first duly sworn, deposes 
and says that his name is Parsons L. Washburn; that he 
is fifty years of age, and an actual resident of the said 
county of Colusa, State of California ; that his present oc- 
cupation is that of an insurance agent; that he isa drug- 
gist by profession; that he first began the business of a 
druggist in the year Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, and has followed that business 
most of the time intervening from that date till now. 

That he came to California in the year A. D. one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty ; that, in the practice of phar- 
macy in this State he became acquainted with many of the 
medicinal qualites of that certain herb commonly known as 
Mountain Balm, an herb abounding in the Coast Range 
Mountains of the State of California ; that the said herb is 
now generally known by the name of yerba santa ; that 
affiant first heard the said herb called yerba santa, and 
knew it as suchin either the year A. D. one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-five or sixty-six, which of said years 
this affiant doth not positively aver; but he was familiar 
with and knew the said herb as yerba santa at as early a 
date as A. D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

P. L. WASHBURN. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of June, 
1879. 

- WILLIAM FRAZIER, 

Fustice of the Peace in and for 
Colusa County, California. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, } 
County oF Co.usa, > SS. 
Township of Colusa. 


I, William Frazier, a duly elected, qualified and acting 
justice of the peace of said township of Colusa, county 
and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that I am personally 
acquainted with Parsons L. Washburn, the same person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing affidavit as the 
subscribing witness thereto; that the said Parsons L. 
Washburn is an actual dona fide resident of the town of 
Colusa, county and State aforesaid; that he isa house- 
holder therein, and is a person to whose oath or affirma- 
tion full credibility should be given. 

WILLIAM FRAZIER, 
Justice of the Peace. 
June 26, 1879. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, | , 
CouNnTY OF COLUSA. is 

I, J. B. P. Jamatt, County Clerk of the county of Co- 
lusa, State of California, and ex-officio Clerk of the County 
Court, in and for said county (which is a court of record, 
having a seal), do hereby certify that William Frazier, 
whose name is subscribed to the annexed jurat and ac- 
knowledgment, was, at the date thereof, a justice of the 
peace in and for said county, duly elected and qualified, 
and authorized by law to administer oaths, take acknowl- 
edgments, etc., and that full faith and credit are due to 
all his official acts as such ; and I do further certify that I 
am well acquainted with the handwriting of the said 
William Frazier, and verily believe that the signature to the 
said jurat and acknowledgment is genuine. 

Witness my hand, with the seal of our said court af- 
fixed, at my office in Colusa, the county seat 

[SEAL] of the county of Colusa, this 4th day of Au- 

gust, A. D. 1879. 
J. B. P. JAMATT, 
County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk 
of the Court aforesaid. 


In this connection, also, we refer to the letter 


of Dr. Charles Freeman, which will be found in the 
correspondence column of this number, on page 282, 
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California Laurel. 


R. L. MANN, in the September number of 
NEW PREPARATIONS, gave a description of 
the plant vulgarly known as California laurel, and 
in referring to its therapeutic properties, gave sev- 
eral illustrative cases. Dr. Mann’s article has at- 
tracted the attention of the profession, and a refer- 
ence to it has appeared in a number of the jour- 
nals, both home and foreign. The Pharmaceutz- 
cal Fournal and Transactions (London, October 
25, 1879) gives it the following notice : 

Dr. L. Mann, of California, has recently been experi- 
menting upon the Californian laurel (Oveodaphne Caltfor- 
nica ?) and finds that the odor of the leaves causes in some 
persons a severe frontal headache when they stand under a 
tree. Apparently this suggested a use of the remedy in ner- 
vous headache, in the treatment of which he has found the 
bruised leaves, used as an inhalation, very successful. The 
taste of the leaves is exceedingly pungent, and to some per- 
sons disagreeable, and the plant seems to be one likely to 
possess some useful properties. The odor is said to be dis- 
liked by mosquitoes and other insects. 

It will be remembered that Dr. Mann remarks 
concerning the botanical place of California laurel 
that “the botanical designation of the plant is un- 
known to me, although I have made some inqui- 
ries from my professional brethren.” There has 
been some difficulty heretofore in determining the 
botanical name of other indigenous plants recently 
brought forward for the consideration of the thera- 
peutist, and the botanic knowledge of the Pacific 
Medical and Surgical Fournal has done good 
service in clearing up doubts on these points. 
That journal has in the present instance again 
placed the profession under obligations.* It has 
given Oreodaphne Californica as the botanical 
name of California laurel, and refers to the gradu- 
ation thesis of John P. Hearney, read before the 
California College of Pharmacy, in 1875, for a full 
description of the plant. The acknowledged au- 
thority of the editor of the Paczfic Medical and 
Surgical Fournal on the question of the Cali- 
fornia flora leads us to believe that his placing of 
the plant in question is correct, although the state- 
ment of Dr. Bunnell, in our present issue, that Ze- 
tranthera Caltfornica is the correct botanic title 
is sufficient to cause us to hold the matter in abey- 
ance for the result of further inquiry.t When there 
no longer remains any doubt on the question we 
shall give our readers the proper botanic name of 
what appears to be another of California’s impor- 
tant contributions to the list of valuable new reme- 
dies. 

Although somewhat irrelevant to the subject in 





* OREODAPHNE CALIFORNICA—INFORMATION GIVEN. 


A long and imperfect account of the Oreodaphne Califor- 
nica appears in an Eastern medical journal, communicated 
from California by ‘‘ Dr. L. Mann;” no address given. The 
writer explains that he had never seen anything published 
on the subject. He will find in the Pacific Medical and Sur- 
gical Fournal for November, 1875, a full description of the 
tree, with a chemical analysis of its leaves, etc., in the form 
of a thesis written by John P. Hearney, graduate of the 
California College of Pharmacy. 

+Since the above has been placed in print, we have re- 
ceived a communication from Dr. Bundy (page 279), in 
which he locates the Laurel as Umbellaria Californica. 








hand, we venture to refer to a matter of a more 
or less personal nature which has developed from 
Dr. Mann’s article. The Pacific Medical and 
Surgical Fournal, in its editorial notice of the 
article, says: “A long and imperfect account of 
the Oreodaphne Californica appears in an East- 
ern medical journal, communicated from California 
by ‘Dr. L. Mann;’ no address given.” The ques- 
tion of the “imperfection of the account” is one 
admitting of a diversity of opinion, but in the ab- 
sence of any attempt to point out wherein the ac- 
count is imperfect, the Fournal’s thse dixit will 
scarcely be received as conclusive evidence. The 
fact that Dr. Mann’s name is given in quotation 
marks, taken in connection with the statement “ no 
address given,” implies a sinister insinuation un- 
worthy of a respectable medical journal. We beg 
to assure the Yournal that the article by Dr. 
Mann is Jona fide, its insinuation to the contrary, 
notwithstanding, and that the omission of the ad- 
dress was a pure inadvertence. Dr. Mann’s resi- 
dence is at Cahto, Mendocino county, California, 
and we can further assure the Yourna/ that if it 
ever has occasion to address him, it will receive 
a courteous and gentlemanly response to any proper 
and respectful question. 

NEW PREPARATIONS, it is true, is an “ Eastern 
journal,” from the Pacific Medical and Surgical 
Fournal’s geographical location, but the slightest 
regard to the courtesies which are supposed to ob- 
tain among the journalistic fraternity would have 
insured a more respectful reference. ‘Eastern 
journals” are numerous, but NEW PREPARATIONS 
has no desire to shoulder them with the responsi- 
bility of any of its own or its correspondents’ ut- 
terances. 


Medical Education. 


E are pleased to notice that the “boom” of 
W advanced medical education is making itself 
felt in our medical colleges already. The progress 
is really gratifying. 1. Chicago Medical College; 
2. Harvard Medical College; 3. Medical Depart- 
ment Syracuse University; 4. Medical Depart- 
ment University of Pennsylvania; 5. Medical De- 
partment Iowa University; 6. Medical Depart- 
ment of Yale College; 7. Bellevue Hospital Med- 
ical College; 8. Michigan College of Medicine; 
g. Detroit Medical College; 10. St. Louis Medical 
College. The above is a gratifying result of the 
influence of a few medical journals which have 
insisted that the low standard of medical education 
was a disgrace to American medicine. The 
Chicago Medical College set the example for the 
others to follow years ago, and now the demand 
of the profession that it be followed is becoming 
imperative. As all these changes are to take place 
for the terms 1880-1, we shall before that time be 
able to analyze how much advancement each school 
proposes to make. There must be no half way 
work, 
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Obituary. 


DAVENPORT.—It is with sorrow we chronicle 
the death of Dr. Louis Davenport, of this city, who 
died October 22d, in the 5oth year of his age. 

A general meeting of the medical profession 
was held, when the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted unanimously : 


Whereas, It has pleased Divine Providence to remove by 
death from our number, in the prime of life, our beloved 
professional brother, Dr. Louis Davenport, a gentleman we 
were all pleased to associate with, and whose relation to 
the profession had always been kind, social, liberal and 
ethical; a man whose heart was always open to the poor 
and suffering, and whose skill was liberally dispensed to them 
without price ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of our lamented brother, the 
profession have suffered the loss of a worthy member and 
one we had all learned to love and esteem. 

Resolved, That we unite in offering to his family and 
friends the assurance of our deep sympathy, not that we 
may lessen their grief, butas a claim that we can share their 
sorrow, and more particularly because his decease followed so 
close to that of his beloved mother, whose death-bed he had 
left but a few hours to find his own. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be furnished 
the press of the city, the Medical Record and Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, journals to which he had long been a 
subscriber ; and also to his bereaved family. 


The Wayne County Medical Society, of which 
Dr. Davenport was an active member, held a spe- 
cial meeting, when the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 


Whereas, It has pleased the Divine Ruler of the Universe 
to remove by death one of our members, Dr. Louis Daven- 

rt, 

Resolved, That in the act we observe but another evidence 
of Divine power, and humbly bow to the decree. 

2. That inthe death of Dr. Davenport this Society has 
lost one of its most gifted members, the community a phy- 
sician who had ever their physical welfare at heart, and who 
conscientiously believed that it was his duty to give his time 
and talents ever to their interests. 

3. That this mournful event has deprived us of one whose 
long and intimate association and honorable and generous 
character has won our esteem and affection, and that while 
we mourn our loss we will ever cherish his memory. 

4. That we offer to the family of the deceased our warmest 
sympathy in this their hour of bereavement, and would sug- 
gest as a consoling thought the idea that their loss cannot 
but be his gain. 

5. That acopy of these resolutions be spread upon the 


minutes of the society, and a copy be furnished the family ; 
also, that the daily papers be requested to publish the same. 


More we cannot add, than what has been ex- 
pressed. Physicians are no exception to the great 
enemy of life—Death. While laboring to prolong 
and preserve that of others, they also have to die. 

Reguizescat in pace! 





FAIRCHILD.—In this city, on the 3d inst., Dr, 
Joel Fairchild, aged 83 years and 10 months. Dr. 
Fairchild was born in Georgia, Vt., and received his 
medical education at Castleton, in that State. He 
was a fellow-student of the late Dr. Zina Pitcher, of 
this city. He practiced his profession in Sherburne, 
Vt., nineteen years, when he removed to Flint, 
Michigan, remaining there one year, when he fi- 
nally located in Ypsilanti. Seven years ago he 
lost his son, when he retired from active practice. 
He was a gentleman of the old school, and well 
informed in his profession. For the last two years 
he had been gradually failing. A week before his 
death he had a severe chill, followed by congestion 
of his lungs, which, although attended with no 
pain, yet his age prevented reaction, and he died 
without any suffering and in the arms of his 
family. 


CALLENDER.—George W. Callender, F. R.S. 
—We regret to announce the death of this eminent 
English surgeon, which took place on board the 
steamship Gallia, which sailed from New York Oc- 
tober 15, 1879. He arrived in this country early 
in September, to visit some friends, and was taken 
sick at the house of Mr. Henry C. Lea, Philadel- 
phia. His death was caused by Bright’s disease. 
He had not the least suspicion of his disease until 
his urine was examined by Dr. Da Costa, in his 
presence, when it was found loaded wih albumen 
and contained large and small hyaline and granu- 
lar casts, and a specific gravity of 1.014. His age 








was about fifty years. 








Book Reviews. 





Moral Insanity.—A paper read before the Clin- 
ton County Medical Society, and reported to the 
Michigan State Medical Society at its annual meet- 
ing, Jan. 11, 1879, by Simon Herres, M. D., of 
Westphalia, Mich. Reprint from M.S. M. Society. 
Compliments of the author. 


The Johnson Revolving Bookcase, with inde- 
pendent Adjustable Shelves, three sizes. This 
bookcase, though designed for every person who 
owns and reads books, is especially useful for phy- 
Sicians, lawyers and clergymen, and all who have 
occasion to handle reference books. It is made of 
Iron, and cannot shrink. Price, $10, $12, $15 and 
$18. Patent applied for. Can be had through E. B. 
Smith & Co., corner Woodward avenue and Lar- 
ned street, Detroit. 


The Physician’s Pocket Day-Book, of C. Henri 
Leonard, M. A., M. D., accommodates daily charges 
for twenty or forty families weekly; has complete 
obstetrical record for ninety-four cases, and 





monthly memoranda for debtor and credit cash 
account. Price $1.00, with name on the side in 


gold leaf $1.25, with name, town and state, $1.50, 
all bound in morocco and post-paid. It is good 
for one year from the first of any month. 

It is a neat, concise and handy book, convenient 
in size and can be carried in the pocket without in- 
convenience. The amount of any bill can be read- 
ily obtained at any time without waiting for the 
office ledger, in other words, if the money is ready 
there need be no delay in learning the amount due. 
We cordially recommend it. 


A Compendium of the Principles and Practice 
of Medicine, for the Use of Students and Prac- 
titioners.—By Stephen A. Porter, M. D., Emeritus 
Professor of Clinical Medicine in the American 
Medical College, St. Louis, Mo., etc. Second edi- 
tion, enlarged and revised. Hamilton, Ohio. 1879. 
From the author. 

This work has been issued as a book of refer- 
ence for the busy practitioner. The subjects are 
treated under the heads of Synonyms, History, 
Symptoms and Course, Morbid Anatomy, Diag- 
nosis, Prognosis and Treatment. The author pre- 
sumes the reader generally understands the sub- 
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ject, yet at the same time may need a compendium 
of the practice. 
The author closes his book with good advice to 


the reader: “Investigation for new remedies and 
new uses for old ones are commendabke, and should 
be encouraged.” The mechanical “get up” of the 
work is a departure from that of ordinary medical 
books. It is a style of the author’s own invention, 
being sheep, in imitation of law binding, with a 
black title on the back, which makes it specially at- 
tractive. 


Student’s Pocket Medical Lexicon, giving the 
correct pronunciation and definition of all words 
and terms in general use in medicine and collateral 
sciences, the pronunciation being plainly repre- 
sented in the American phonetic alphabet—with 
an appendix containing a list of poisons and their 
antidotes, abbreviations used in prescriptions and 
a metric scale of doses, by Elias Longley, author 
of a “Pronouncing Vocabulary of Geographical 
and Personal Names,” “Eclectic Manual of Pho- 
nography,” and a series of phonetic school books. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. Arn- 
old & Willyoung, Detroit. Price, cloth, $1.00; 
with tuck $1.25. 

This is a 16 mo. book of 304 pages, printed on 
white paper with clear type, and neatly bound. 
The author adopts the English mode of pronuncia- 
tion as used in the University of Oxford, in Eng- 
land, and at Harvard, in this country. In defini- 
tions he has sought as great brevity, as accurac 
and clearness of meaning would permit. The boo 
is intended for present use, to furnish conveniently 
correct spelling, pronunciation and meaning, but 
in no way takes the place of Dunglison or Thomas 
which are necessary for elaborate investigation. 

The book is all the author claims for it, and is 
moreover a great convenience. 


American Health Primers—Eyesight and How 
to Care for It, by George C. Harlan, M. D., Sur- 
geon to the Willis Eye Hospital, etc. Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. Detroit, Arnold 
& Willyoung. Price 50centseach. Thisis No. 4 
of “ American Health Primers,” and treats of first, 
“The Anatomy of the Eye,” “The Physiology 
of Vision,” ‘‘ The Ophthalmoscope,” “ Injuries and 
Diseases of the Eye,” ‘Optical Defects,” “Spec- 
tacles,” ‘Practical Suggestions for the Care of 
the Eyes,” and lastly, “Effects of School Life 
Upon the Sight,” is the most valuable chapter of 
the whole. Quoting Donders of Utrecht on the sub- 
ject of imperfect illumination of schools as a cause 
of near-sightedness, he says: ‘To this it is to 
be ascribed that in schools where by bad light, 
the pupils read bad print or write with pale ink, 
the foundation of near-sightedness is mainly laid, 
which is in fact usually developed in these years.” 
School rooms are alluded to in reference to their 
capacities, and claims there should be an architec- 
ture for schools as well as for palaces; abundance 
of ventilation, easy seating desks, and above all, 
abundance of light. 

This book is written for the public, and yet there 
is much of value in it to the physician. The eye 
is one of the important organs of the body, and 
the author has done well to present its claims for 
protection in such a concise and readable manner. 


Yellow Fever a Nautical Disease—Its Origin 
and Prevention. By Yohn Gamgee. “ As far as 
we know, low temperature is the only agency that 
can be relied on safely to destroy the infection of 
this disease.’"—Dr. Carpenter. “Frosts put an 
end suddenly to our epidemics. Art never can do 
better than to imitate nature.”"—Dr. F. C. Faget. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co., 549 and 551 








Broadway, N. Y. 1879. E. B. Smith & Co., De- 
troit; price $1.50; cloth. This work is dedicated 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, the lady who gave 
such an impetus to the investigation of yellow 
fever in 1878. Its object is to show that it is a 
product of foul ships, and is far more easily, surely 
and permanently preventable than typhoid or scar- 
latina. The remedy—fresh air, dry air, cold air, 
available in all parts, driven through and through 
the stagnant pest-holds of vessels. 

The tenor of the work is to prove this proposi- 
tion and the argument, to say the least, is very 
plausible. At this time, when the subject of yel- 
low fever is occupying the attention of sanitary 
commissions and boards of health, any new theory 
must be of value, for in this way the real cause may 
be reached, and the remedy found for its preven- 
tion. The author has presented his views in a very 
readable manner, and, what is valuable in any book, 
gives an index of authorities, besides a full general 
one. It is presented to the public in Appleton’s 
best style of medical printing and paper, and should 
be read by every physician who takes an interest 
in epidemic disease. 


Diseases of Women.—By Lawson Tait, F.R. 
C. S., Surgeon to the Birmingham Hospital for 
Women and Consulting Surgeon (for Diseases of 
Women) to the West Bromwich Hospital; Fel- 
low of the Obstetrical Societies of London, 
Dublin and Edinburgh; foreign member of the 
Obstetrical Society of Berlin, etc., author of the 
Hastings Essay for 1873, “On the Pathology and 
Treatment of Diseases of the Ovaries,” “ Ovari- 
otomy,” “Hospital Mortality,” etc. Second edi- 
tion, thoroughly revised and enlarged; specially 
prepared for ‘‘ Wood’s Library.” New York; 
William Wood & Company, 27 Great Jones street. 
1879. 

a this book the author presents the results of 
his own experience in as condensed a form as pos- 
sible. He has avoided long quotations, needless 
references and detailed accounts of cases. _Illus- 
trations of pathological appearances have been left 
out, as he believes they do not convey a very intel- 
ligible idea of the facts unless in the form of costly 
lithographs, and the use of these would have en- 
hanced the cost of the book too much, without 
corresponding value. The work is divided into 
nine chapters, under the general head of “Path- 
ology of the Female Generative Organs.” Ist. 
Mons Veneris. 2d. Vulva. 3d. Vagina, Urethra 
and Bladder. 4th. Uterus, Os, Cervix and Fundus. 
5th. Broad Ligaments. 6th. Fallopian Tubes. 7th. 
Ovaries. 8th. Pelvic Bones. 9th. Dilatation of 
the Cervix Uteri by Continuous Elastic Pressure. 

The pathological condition and the treatment of 
the diseases of the above organs constitute the sub- 











stance of the work. We like the style, and, al- 
though we might differ in some respects from the 
conclusions and treatment, yet, on the whole, it is 
avaluable book, original and practical. The best 
of the series thus far, and a credit to the publish- 
ers. 


A Guide to Surgical Diagnosis, by Christopher 
Heath, F.R.C.S., Holme Professor of Clinical 
Surgery in University College, London, and Sur- 
geon to University College Hospital, Honorary 
Fellow of King’s College, London. Philadelphia: 
Lindsay & Blakiston. 1879. Arnold & Willyoung, 
Detroit. Price $1.50, pp. 214. 

The object of this book is to assist the student 
of surgery in forming a diagnosis of cases coming 
before him; how to do so in a scientific manner, 
how to take notes to make them valuable, how to 
observe, which is an art attainable only by prac- 
tice, while what to observe can be learned from 
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pooks. The first chapter is devoted to case taking ; 
second, surgical diseases of the head, 27 are given; 
third, the face, 41; fourth, the mouth, 37; fifth, 
the throat, 11; sixth, the neck, 12; seventh, inju- 
ries about the shoulder, giving the differential di- 
agnosis of injuries about the shoulder and other in- 


juries, 7; eighth, the upper arm, 29; ninth, the 


forearm and hand, 31; tenth, the breast, 8; elev- 
enth, the thorax,7; twelfth, the abdomen, 21; 
thirteenth, injury to abdomen, 13; fourteenth, tu- 
mor of the groin and varieties, 21; fifteenth, the 
urinary function, 13; sixteenth, morbid condition 
of the urine, 10; seventeenth, the male genital or- 
gans, 26; eighteenth, female genital organs, 15; 
nineteenth, the rectum, 16; twentieth, the lower 
limbs, 21; twenty-first, the thigh, 23; twenty-sec- 
ond, the knee, 13; twenty-third, the leg, 24; 
twenty-fourth, the foot, 19; twenty-fifth, the back, 
9; twenty-sixth, after amputation, 17; twenty- 
seventh, constitutional condition, 8. Thus giving 
466 concise descriptions and the specific name of 
each on the margin opposite the number and full 
index. It really is a valuable book, and in the 
main correct, as compared with our own personal 
observation. Not only the student, but the older 
surgeon can briefly refresh his memory with but 
little loss of time. To both we cordially recom- 
mend it. The publishers are to be commended 
for its issue. 


Man’s Moral Nature, by Richard Maurice 
Buck, M.D. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 
Willing & Williamson, Toronto, Ontario. 1879. 

When a man seems to sit down to write a book 
because he cannot help it, we want to read it, es- 
pecially when what he has to say is instructive, in- 
telligent and concise. Physical ethics, although 
not a new subject, is always interesting; here it is 
made charming. The introduction is as modest 
as it is brief. 

What is the physical basis of man’s moral nature 
and where is it located? This is the question of 
the author. The first chapter is by way of defini- 
tion, simply and succinctly given. Indeed, clear 
analysis is characteristic of the whole volume. 
The second chapter shows the limits of the moral 
nature, of which the simple elements are four, 
faith, love, fear and hate. All other feelings are 
composed of two or more of these. The next 
chapter is a well constructed foundation and sup- 
port for the hypothesis of the writer, that the sym- 
pathetic nervous system is the center of the moral 
nature. The intelligent and moral faculties are 
here shown to be distinct functions, different in 
action and in locality. The moral faculties in 
action are continuous, the intellectual instantan- 
eous. The seat of the first in the whole body, of 
the second in the head only. In other words, it is 
shown that a man’s disposition and desires depend 
not so much upon what he sees and touches and 
tastes, facts communicated by the senses to the 
brain by the cerebro-spinal nervous system, as by 
the state of his liver, kidneys, heart and lungs, 
these being connected with the brain by nerves of 
sympathy. Upon the action of these little nerves 
consequently a man’s moral condition depends. 
This is true, and perhaps the conclusion based 
upon this fact, that as civilization advances and 
appliances for improving man’s physical condition 
and especially for guarding these organs from dis- 
€ase are multiplied, the moral condition improves, 
fear and hate are lessened, and faith and love are in- 
creased. So that misery and crime may in ages 
yet to come no longer darken the earth and blight 
the happiness of the race. 

So far as the author sticks to science, a domain 
with which he is familiar, we can follow his inves- 





tigations and conclusions with keen interest and 
profit; when, however, he ventures on theologi- 
cal ground he is lost. That is the trouble with 
many industrious students in their analysis of 
organs respiratory, digestive and reproductive—in- 
tent upon the study of oxygen, urine and bile, they 
are apt to look for their religion there too. Sinai 
and Bethlehem and Calvary are factors that do not 
enter into their observation and calculation as 
students. And this is where the chemist and anat- 
omist and naturalist often err, in stepping from a 
ground with which they are familiar to one with 
which they are unfamiliar. Few readers of the 
New Testament would admit “that only one Jew, 
as far as we know, who appears to have held the 
religious condition of his age and country with the 
usual firmness of the cultivated Jew, was converted 
to Christ, and that this conversion we are told re- 
quired a miracle to effect it.” (P. 183.) The range 
of the reading of a critic who would refer to Renan 
as authority upon a point of exegesis in the book 
of Job, we should say the least, was narrow and 
limited. (P.148.) Not that we would differ from 
Renan’s conclusions, but that he is the only com- 
mentator who has investigated the subject and 
whose opinion is worthy of notice we would not 
admit. Leaving out of view our author’s informa- 
tion upon the religious aspect of his subject, we 
gladly lend him a willing ear. In the sympathetic 
nerve we have great interest and the organs it 
controls. Consequently we would go further 
than the author. We believe, even that through 
their psychical influence many of the nostrums so 
popular with the laity may act as mighty agents 
for the moral improvement and regeneration of 
our race; but in the light of Divine revelation as 
well as of physical fact, we believe in something 
more. And if religion has any mention, we look 
for a recognition of the divine authority as well as 
the human excellence of the man Christ formed. 
One thing for the chapters before us we cannot 
but say, we lay them down with the desire for 
more light, and if possible from the same pen. In 
short, the volume is a treat to the lover of good 
sense, good science and good English. 





a A — ———————— 





Pamphlets Received. 


Report on Otology.—By S. F ones, A. M., 
M. D., Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology 
in the Chicago Medical College. 

Physiological Antagonism the Therapeutic 
Law of Cure. By Electus B. Ward, M.D. Read 
before the Detroit Academy of Medicine, June Io, 
1876. From the author. Reprint from the Je- 
trott Lancet. 


A Conspectus of three different Forms of 
Acute Inflammatory Cardiac Disorder. By Ros- 
well Park, A. M., M. D., assistant to the Chair of 
Anatomy, Chicago Medical College, Surgeon to 
South Side Dispensary, etc. Reprint from Chzcago 
Medical Examiner. Chicago. 1879. From the 
author. 


The Hot Springs of Arkansas as a Health Re- 
sort, their Watersas Remedial Agents. By 7. 
M. Keller, M.D. Reprint from the S¢. Louzs 
Medical and Surgical Fournal, August, 1879. 
From the author. 

This is the best résumé of the character of the 
Hot Springs and their therapeutic value we have 
read in a long time, and Dr. Keller ought to 
know. 


The Present State of Ophthalmology. By the 


same author. With illustrations. Extracted from 
the Transactions of the Illinois State Medical So- 
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ciety. Lincoln, May, 1879. Compliments of the 
writer. 

Such reports are these, that are of real interest 
in society meetings, terse, and to the point, con- 
veying to the hearer and reader genuine informa- 
tion, which cannot readily be obtained elsewhere. 
We have had occasion before to speak highly of 
the productions of Dr. Jones. 

The Origin, Nature, Symptoms and Treat- 
ment of Yellow Fever. By Alfred Stzllé,M. D., 
LL. D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine in the Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, author of ‘ Dispensatory,” 
“Materia Medica and Therapeutics,” etc. Pub- 
lished by Samuel M. Miller, M. D., Philadelphia, 
Pa. From the author. 

This is a pamphlet of 21 pages. Dr. Stillé says: 
“There can be no doubt that the poison of yellow 
fever is specific ; that its origin is in the islands of 
the Gulf of Mexico alone; that it is susceptible of 
being carried to distant points, and that it is dis- 
tinct from all other fevers.” He says there is no 
specific remedy for the disease, and each case is 
to be managed according to its special symptoms. 


Leonard’s Illustrated Medical Journal. In the 
lace of the Medical Advance, Dr. Leonard wil] 
ereafter issue a quarterly journal under the above 

name. Each number will consist of 24 large 
double-column pages of reading matter, in which 
illustrations will, as heretofore, be the zmportant 
feature. These will be of new and rare drugs, or 
of common ones never before plated, and with 
competent descriptive texts accompanying each, 
Also, illustrations of new or improved surgical in- 
struments, and important clinical cases in all the 
branches of medicine and surgery. The portrait, 
with brief biography, of some one of our leading 
professional men, will be given in each number, 
Besides this, there will be condensations from 
home and foreign exchanges, book reviews, edi- 
torials, and changes in the drug market given. 

This is the first and only illustrated medical 

journal in the world, and, from its low subscrip- 
tion price, 50 cents per annum, should receive a 
warm support from the profession. This amount, 
sent to the editor, at 52 Lafayette avenue, Detroit, 
will insure you the journal for one year, post paid. 
The January number will be ready in December. 








Periodicals. 


College Announcement. 





Commercial Law News.—Devoted to the legal 
interests of the wholesale and retail trade of the 
West. Detroit, Mich. 50 cents per annum. 

The Medical Intelligencer. A Quarterly Bul- 
letin of New Books on Medicine and the Collateral 
Sciences. Lindsay & Blakiston, publishers. Oc- 
tober, 1879. Send for a copy, and see the new 
books published by this enterprising firm. Prices 
are given, and books are sent, mailed free, on re- 
ceipt of same. 

The Obstetric Gazette. A Monthly Journal 
devoted to Obstetrics, with Diseases of Women 
and Children. Dr. Edward B. Stephens, editor 
and publisher, Cincinnati. Terms, $3 yearly in ad- 
vance. 

This is truly a western journal, and brother Ste- 
phens deserves great credit in issuing it. Some 
things, as well as others, can be done this side of 
the Alleghany Mountains, and no one is better 
qualified than the editor of the Odstetric Gazette 
to conduct a journal of this class. We cordially 
recommend it to the medical profession. It isa 
valuable exchange. Thanks for volume one. 

Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal and 
American Medical Bi-Weekly. Dr. E.S. Gaillard, 
editor and proprietor of these journals, having sev- 
ered his connection with the Louisville Medical 
College, has removed to New York city, where he 
will henceforth reside, and where he will also pub- 
lish the above journals. His address will be 27 
Clinton Place, where all communications should be 
sent him. We wish our brother success in his 
new habitation. 


Post-Graduate Course of Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, IIl.; session of 1880, This is a five weeks’ 
course commencing January 20, 1880, and is for the 
benefit of practitioners. The subjects to be dis- 
cussed are practicable, and furnish a fine oppor- 
tunity for “brushing up.” Terms, from alumni of 
college $5.00, from other colleges the matriculation 
fee of $5.00 and $10.00 besides. 
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THE JOURNAL OF NERVOUS AND MENTAL 
DISEASE. (Quarterly). Edited by J. S. Jewell, 
M. D., and H. M. Bannister, M. D. Chicago, Oc- 
toher, 1879. $5 per annum. 

THE PACIFIC MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOUR- 
NAL. San Francisco, Cal. Henry Gibbons, Sr. 
and Jr., editors. October, 1879. $3 per annum. 

THE CANADA MEDICAL RECORD. Montreal, 
October. Dr. F. W. Campbell, editor. $2 per 
annum. 


THE CANADA LANCET. Toronto. $3 per an- 
num. 


THE PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL AND TRANS- 
ACTIONS. 17 Bloomsbury Square, London, Eng- 
land. Elias Bremridge, Secretary and Registrar. 
(Weekly.) 

NASHVILLE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE AND SUR- 
GERY. Nashville, Tenn. C. S. Briggs, M. D., 





editor. $3 per annum. 








Clippings. 





LocaL ANA&STHETIC IN DENTISTRY.—Pulver- 
ized champhor, 3 vj, ether. sulphur, 3j. Apply 
this to the gum surrounding the tooth to be re- 
moved, until the gum turns white, when the tooth 
can be extracted with scarcely any pain.—Dental 
Cosmos. 


SWEATING HANDS OR FEET.—A writer in the 
British Medical Fournal recommends for this the 





painting of the surface affected, with the tincture 
of belladonna. An ointment of the same could 





also be offered with advantage in certain cases. 
In case of the hands, a “ bracelet” painting of the 
tincture about the wrist has proven successful.— 
Western Lancet. 

HOARSENESS—BORAX.—This salt has been em- 
ployed with advantage in cases of hoarseness and 
aphonia occurring suddenly from the action of cold. 
The remedy is recommended to singers and ora- 
tors whose voices suddenly become lost, but which 
by these means can be recovered almost instantly. 
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A little piece of borax, the size of a pea, is to be 
slowly dissolved in the mouth ten minutes before 
singing or speaking. The remedy provokes an 
abundant secretion of saliva, which moistens the 
mouth and throat. This local action of the borax 
should be aided by an equal dose of nitrate of po- 
tassium, taken in warm solution before going to 
bed.—La France Médicale. 

ANTI-FAT.—The much-advised remedy for 
obesity, anti-fat, is said to be an extract of fucus 
vesiculosus, the common “ pop-weed ” of our sea- 
shores. Dr. Carson, Portrush, Ireland, writes to 
the British Medical Fournal: ‘Some who are 
paying expensively for the remedy may be surprised 
to hear that the fucus vesiculosus is here largely 
used as a food for pigs, and that it in no way inter- 
feres with their growth. It will require a number 
of well-reported cases to convince,me that what 
fattens a pig will make a Christian lean. I have 
myself visited a sty to verify the fact that it was 
really the fucus vesiculosus which the pigs were 
getting.—Czncénnaté Lancet and Clinic. 

THERAPEUTIC USES OF BORACIC ACID.—E. 
Kurz, of Florence writes (AZemoradillien) that he 
has used an ointment of five parts of boracic acid 
and ten or fifteen of vaseline with much success in 
several cases of eczema of the face and limbs. One 
case of eczema squamosum, which had lasted five 
months, was cured in three weeks. In the case of 
achild whose whole head was affected with im- 
petigo, the application of boracic acid after the 
removal of the scales produced a remarkably 
speedy cure. Two cases of prurigo which had for 
a year resisted all other treatment were cured in 
one and two months respectively by the applica- 
tion of the boracic acid ointment twice a day. 
The same treatment was successful in a case of 
non-syphilitic psoriasis of three years’ standing, in 
which carbolic acid and arsenic had failed. Ina 
case of exfoliative lupus of the nose the use of bo- 
racic acid for a month had no effect ; salicylic acid 
produced slight improvement. In two cases of se- 
vere gonorrhea injections of a solution of boracic 
acid (one in one hundred of water) almost com- 
pletely arrested the discharge; a scanty secretion 
of mucus, which continued for a time, was cured 
by the use of subnitrate of bismuth.—&rztzsh Med- 
tcal Fournal. ; 

CHRYSOPHANIC ACID IN SYPHILIDES.—The 
Berliner Wochenschrift, No. 22, 1879, contains 
an article by Dr. Reamont, in which he claims to 
have obtained excellent results from chrysophanic 
acid, not only in psoriasis (as Balmanno Squire and 
others have reported), but also in all the popular 
forms of the disease. Obstinate cases of psoriasis 
are, however, so frequent that the agent has been 
more fully tested in this than in any other form of 
syphilitic skin disease. In this report, the writer 
claims to have cured twelve inveterate cases which 
had long resisted purely specific treatment. 

The mode of applying the agent is as follows: 
Each evening, before retiring, a general sulphur 
bath is administered ; immediately afterward, the 
chrysophanic acid ointment is rubbed in quite en- 
ergetically. On the next morning the ointment is 
washed off by means of tar or glycerine soap. If 
the patient be able to remain indoors this treat- 
ment is repeated in the morning; if not, only at 
night. The ointment is used in two strengths, 
either one or two parts of chrysophanic acid to ten 
of vaseline. In most cases it is better to first em- 
oy the weaker, resorting later to the stronger. 
f the parts affected be deeply chapped, he some- 
times applies, during the day, a small quantity of 








mercurial ointment, and at night the usual treat- 
ment. In most cases the application of the chrys- 
ophanic acid ointment is painless. Reamont warns 
his readers not to permit the rapid disappearance 
of the cutaneous affection under this treatment to 
lead them to a discontinuance of an energetic spe- 
cific course, or relapses will be sure to occur.— 
Cincinnati Lancet and Clinic. 

CHRYSOPHANIC ACID IN DISEASES OF THE 
SKIN.—Dr. Walter Smith sums up the knowledge 
that we have at present in the following words: 
1. Chrysophanic acid is a powerful local stimulant 
—not, however, tending toward vesication or ulcer- 
ation. Its action in this capacity is best illustrated 
in psoriasis. 2. It also possesses undoubted para- 
siticide power. 3. It is a most efficient remedy in 
two parasitic affections—viz., ringworm of the 
body and tinea versicolor. 4. In ringworm of the 
scalp it frequently fails, owing to causes that mili- 
tate against all remedies as yet tried. 5. In favus 
it has not as yet, so far as is known, had a trial. 
6. As a destroyer of animal parasites its efficacy 
remains to be proven. It would probably be of 
service in some cases of scabies and in pedicularia. 
7. Internally, as Dr. Ashburton Thompson has 
shown, it is an emetic purge. 8. Alizarin, a sub- 
stance belonging to the same group of bodies as 
chrysophanic acid, upon several grounds, appears 
to deserve a more extended trial in diseases of the 
skin. The acid is open to certain disadvantages 
now tolerably well known. Of these the staining 
of the skin and dyeing of the hair are the least, for 
they quickly disappear when the use of the drug is 
suspended, and by simple precautions the discol- 
oration of the patient’s pillow, linen, etc., can be 
avoided ; but the irritant qualities of the acid are 
more marked, and in more than one case Dr. 
Smith has been obliged to discontinue its use, 
even when fully dilated—2o grs. or less to drachm 
I—on account of the cedema, irritation, and pain 
provoked by it.-—- The Dublin Fournal of Medical 
Science. 

A NEW PREPARATION OF QUININE SOLU- 
BLE IN WATER.—In the Centralblatt, f. d. Med. 
Wiss., June 14, Dr. Jaffe, of the Hamburg General 
Hospital, reports the results of the trials which he 
has made of a new preparation of quinine, termed 
guinia bimuriatica carbamidata, formed by Dry- 
gin from acombination of twenty parts of muriate 
of quinia, twelve parts of muriatic acid, and three 
parts of urea. The resulting salt is soluble in 
equal parts of water, and is therefore eminently 
suitable for the administration of large doses of 
quinine by the hypodermic method. The trials 
that have been made of it at Hamburg have 
proved so successful that it is highly desirable it 
should be more widely known. A fifty per cent. 
solution has always been employed, so that a Pra- 
vaz syringe full (holding one gramme) will contain 
a third of a gramme of the salt. The quantity 
injected varied from a half to three syringes full. 
The local irritation consequent on the injection 
was in most cases very slight, and at most con- 
sisted in a circumscribed burning pain (which was 
soon relieved by cold Goulard water), without red- 
ness or swelling. Doses of a gramme produced 
in men scarcely any subjective sensations, and the 
noises in the ear complained of by women and 
children soon disappeared. The anti-febrile ef- 
fects were evident and certain, intermittents dis- 
appearing after the second or third injection. This 
form of administration seems especially indicated 
(1) in those sensitive persons who have an invin- 
cible objection to taking quinine by the mouth ; (2) 
when gastric affections co-exist ; (3) in children ; 
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and (4) in hospital and pauper practice, as a much 
smaller quantity of quinine is required than when 
it is administered internally.—PAzladelphia Medi- 
cal Times. 

HOW ARE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE PREMATURE- 
LY BALD?—Loss of hair is not a result of early piety, 
but the result of a loss of nervo-vital force from 
causes that abound in society—nervous diseases 
and the like. Comparatively few cases are due to 
increased sebaceous secretion, with its perverted 
nutrition, chemical change of secretion, pityriasis or 
dandruff, atrophy of the hair bulb. The alopecia 
due to fevers and nervous exhaustion is a direct 
marasmus. 

The success of treatment of all cases of baldness 
depends upon the point whether the matrix of the 
hair is destroyed; whether the nervous or blood 
disease can be eradicated. Of all remedies there 
are none so valuable as the vitalized hypophos- 
phates, with general attention to the case. 

The succes of a cure often depends on local 
measures—on agents which mildly and thoroughly 
cleanse the scalp. The best medicinal agent that I 
have with is the quillaya saponaria—the soap tree 
bark-—prepared by Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, 
Michigan. This remedy is extensively used by all 
dermatologists. It contains an excess of alkali,which 
saponifies the fatty matter of the sebaceous secre- 
tion, and is easily removed. This remedy not only 
removes the scales, but exercises an excellent tonic 
influence on the scalp. Its action is essential. 

The use of the soap tree bark every morning as 
a shampoo, with active manipulation with the fin- 
gers until a copious lather is produced, and then 
wash off by the use of cold and warm water alter- 
nately, followed by gentle friction; then the use of 
the following as a hair or scalp tonic : 

BR. Bay run, O ij; 
Tinct. lobelia, 
Tinct. sanguinaria Canadensis, 4& 31; 
Tinct. cantharides, % ij ; 
Sodz boras, 3ss.—Mix. 

In answer to our interrogation, intense nervous 
exhaustion is the cause of premature baldness.— 
R. F. Moore, M.D., in Eclectic Medical Fournal. 

ALSTONIA.—In our last issue we called atten- 
tion to the high rate charged by Messrs. Merrell, 
Thorp & Lloyd for what they advertised as alstonia 
constricta bark, and at the same time questioned 
whether the bark they offered was not the alstonia 
scholaris. On examining the bark, which they ex- 
hibited at the convention at Indianapolis, we were 
at once satisfied that it is not alstonia scholaris. 
But is it, therefore, alstonia constricta? We think 
not, because it differs from such descriptions of that 
drug as we have at command, very essentially. 
On page 93, Proceedings of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association for 1863, we find this note: 
“ Alstonia constricta—F. Miller. ‘The yellowish 
bitter bark has a slight odor of camphor; it was 
described by C. Palm in Fragmenta Phytographia 
Australie, in 1858, and has now been examined 
anatomically by L. Kny and chemically by C. Palm. 
It contains an indifferent resinous bitter principle 
and an essential camphoric oil.” 

In the Pharmacographica, for 1874, by Fliicki- 
ger & Hanbury, page 378, we find the following 
notice : 

“From the chemical examination of the bark of 
an allied Australian tree, alstonia constricta—F. 
Miieller, it may be presumed that the bitter sub- 
stance of alstonia scholaris is not an alkaloid. 
The Australian bark analyzed by Palm in Witt- 
stein’s laboratory (Véerteljahresschrift fur prakt. 
Pharm., xii. [1863], 181), yielded an amorphous, 








resinous, bitter body, soluble in alcohol, but Spar- 
ingly in ether or water, an essential oil of camphor- 
aceous odor and tannic matter, striking a green 
hue with salts of iron. Palm ascertained that the 
bitter principle is not of a basic nature. The Aus- 
tralian bark, a specimen of which has been pre- 
sented to us by Dr. Wittstein, is quite different 
from that of alstonia scholaris in its structural 
characters.” In a foot note the authors add: “Jt 
has recently been extravgantly praised in Manilla 
as a substitute for quinine.” 

The bark exhibited by Messrs. M., T. & L. has 
no odor whatever, and contains no “essential 
camphoric ott,” or if it does the chemists who an- 
alyzed the bark overlooked this important constit- 
uent. Further, Mr. Charles Mohr (Am. Four. 
Phar., Aug., 1879), who analyzed a specimen of 
this bark given him by Mr. Lloyd, found in it ¢wo 
alkaloids of decided characteristics, one of which, 
the last eliminated, very much resembles oxalate 
of lime in its reactions. In Europe, M. Petitt has 
examined a bark which he calls alstonia constricta, 
and from which he also derived ‘wo alkalozds, the 
first of which seems to accord with that obtained by 
Mr. Mohr, while the second zs altogether different 
Srom the second obtained by Mohr. Both Mohr 
and Petitt agree, however, that the soiutions of 
the salts of the leading alkaloid present “a superb 
blue fluorescence.” Wittstein and Palm report 
nothing of the kind in the alstonia constricta exam- 
ined by them, and yet could not have overlooked 
such a phenomenon. Moreover, Palm declares 
emphatically that the “bitter principle is of of a 
basic nature.” 

It is, therefore, certain that some mistake has 
been made in labeling the “‘ Australian fever barks.” 
There being about a dozen species of alstonia 
already known, it is probable that the natives 
have not correctly discriminated between the 
species. It will be noticed that the alstonia exam- 
ined by Wittstein, Palm and Kny was extrava- 
gantly praised as a substitute for quinine, and 
hence we may infer that it, and that now shown, 
would be likely to pass under the general name of 
“ Australian fever bark.” Favoring the notion of 
mistakes on the part of the collectors is the state- 
ment of Prof. Scudder, who, by the way, appears 
to be the real proprietor of the drug now offered 
at Cincinnati, that it is carried some four hundred 
miles from the interior of Australia on the backs of 
buffaloes. A very high grade of botanical accu- 
racy is not likely to obtain in such localities in 
Australia. 

When Peruvian bark was first introduced, it was 
ascribed by Linnzus to a single species. By de- 
grees, differences were observed which led to bo- 
tanic distinctions, resulting, finally, in the order 
cinchonacea, embracing about five hundred spe- 
cies, while the genus cinchona alone now contains 
thirty-six species. 

In support of the claim of the Cincinnati bark 
to the name alstonia constricta the statement of 
Dr. Hooker is adduced. We all know how great 
an authority he is on Australian botany, but must 
remember that his opinion is based simply on the 
inspection of a small piece of bark. How difficult, 
not to say impossible, it would be to distinguish 
between the hundred or more species of oak bya 
small piece of bark; but the difficulty is greater 
in the case of a strange and little known species. 
Even in the apocynum order, to which the alstonia 
belongs, coinpetent botanists are not always able 
to distinguish between well-known species. For 
example, the apocynum cannabinum is not and 
cannot be distinguished by the part employed in 
medicine from the apocynum androsemifolium with 
any degree of certainty. The Pharmacist. 
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COMMERCIAL IMPOSITIONS ON THE PRO-|may soon make it quite scarce, and offering the 
FESSION.—In the September number of the Chi-| powdered plant at $1.00 per ounce. The regular 
cago Pharmacist and Chemist a striking example | wholesale price in New York city, of this almost 
of the imposition practiced on the profession by some | worthless drug, is 85 cents to $1.00 fer pound / 
unscrupulous drug firms is mentioned. A circular | It is a duty which we cheerfully perform to put 
issued by Merrell, Thorp & Lloyd, of Cincinnati, is| our readers on their guard against all firms who 
quoted, advertising a/stonza constricta as an ague | endeavor to exploit the profession in this manner. 
cure, ingeniously intimating that its great value|—PAdladelphia Medical and Surgical Reporter. 











Editor’s Notes. 
| 
New DruGs.—Any inquiries you may wish to| interesting case to offer, write its history in detail 
make concerning the action of any new drug, please | for the Orzginal Department, to the extent of, say, 
to send tous; if we cannot readily answer it our- | two pages of foolscap. 
selves, we will give it publication. Some one out! If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
of our many thousand readers will undoubtedly | erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
be able to give you the information you wish. | Correspondence Department, to the extent ofa 
CORRESPONDENCE.—If you have an unusually | page of note paper or finely written postal card. 
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Subscriptions. | possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 


The subscription price for NEW PREPARATIONS | ~— srg a a a 
for 1880 will be one dollar. Subscribers for 1880, | snedined pe Pee fred cy Bs bes - post 
who remit before January Ist, will receive all num- | aol é Re, : 


bers for 1879 issued subsequent to their remittance, NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
free of charge | year, wethout extra charge, if both publications 


Back numbers (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back | 4" ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
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MEDICAL NEWS alone is one dollar per year, and | Our prospectus, issued November 15, will con- 
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' A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 
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Business Chances. 


Business CHANcES.—Under this head we will be happy to insert, gratis, not more than four lines from any physician or © 
druggist—on the subscription list of New PREPARATIONS—who wishes to dispose of his property. These brief notices should © 
state where the property is located, its value, reasons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables physicians and druggist, 
wishing to change their location to bring the matter free of expense to the notice of thousands who might wish to 


purchase. 


The circulation of New Prerarations is already very large, and rapidly increasing. 


It goes to every State 


and Territory in the United States as well as to Canada and Great Britain. 
Please note our request that each advertiser will advise us as soon as the advertisement has achieved its purpose, © 
On account of limited space, we will hereafter be compelled to decline advertisements in excess of four lines. Adver- ~ 


tisers hereafter must name some address other than this journal. 


(Box 641.) 





UST RECEIVED—An ample stock of Crude Petroleum, 
e Chaulmoogra Oil, Sarracenia Flava, and several new 
South American drugs. 





a SALE AT A BARGAIN.—The good will and 

business of an established city and country practice 
will be given to any one who will purchase the property, 
viz.,a good house (10 rooms) and lot pleasantly located in 
one of the largest and most flourishing cities in Northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania; population 6,000, four railroads, best of 
society. Satisfactory reasons given for selling. Terms 


easy. Address, fs 
___R.D., P. O. Box 950, Corry, Penn, _ 


ys SALE.—A good location and well established prac- 
tice in Western Ohio, worth $4,000a year; good pikes, 
rich county. $2,500, half cash,will buy the practice and one 
of the newest and nicest and best improved pieces of prop- 
erty in the village. Those who have the cash address 
H. C. Godfrey, M. D., Sidney, O. 


YHYSICIAN’S LOCATION.—For sale, in a thriving 
river and railroad town of 1,500 inhabitants. Only 
‘‘regular”’ graduate in town. Price, $100 cash, if library is 
taken, at list prices. Wish to engage in practice and drugs 
tradeinacity. Address, 
Jaborandi, box 28, Princeton, Wis. 











| hw - SALE.—I offer for sale, my propert , situated in a 
densely populated and wealthy agricultural district, 
five miles from the city of Oswego, N. Y. A young physician 
can step into a good practice immediately, as there is no 
competition. Address 
E. J. Marsh, M. D., South West Oswego, N. Y. 


A PRACTICE, and the most desirable 

the city—lots 14, 15 and 16, block 12, 
eleven rooms, two rooms containing 
er month— 


,o= SALE, 

property in 
Building containing 
drug store, and rental for three years, at $11 
cost of property $4,000, will sell for $2,500; abundance of 


plenty of fruit, large cellar. Cause for seli- 


water supply, 
Population of city from 1,000 to 


ing, wife in poor health. 
1,500. Address, 
J. M. McLean, M. D., Dallas City, Ill., Hancock Co, : 


j) XCHANGE.—I have a large house—four lots in one 
‘4 block, in this city. Price $3,500, which I will exchange 
for equal value in land or drug store. I am a practicing 
physician and ex-druggist. Address, with stamp, 
Box 1749, _ Til. 





7s SALE, OR TRADE.—Improved property in he 

town of Commiskey, Jennings Co., Ind.; everything 

convenient for a physician, a good location. Also, four 

vacant lots in Covington, Ky. Will sell cheap or trade for a 

good small farm, near a good market, either in Ohio, Ind., 

or Ky. Good reasons for selling. For particulars, address, 
Dr. J. M. Lyle, or P. M., Commiskey, Ind. 


SALE—A pleasant home, good practice, no oppo- 
sition. Price $1,500; cash down $500, balance in five 
years. Also a partner wanted in a paying practice. 
Address, W. W. Porter, Real Estate Agent, Moberly, Mo. 
| ae SALE.—A SPLENDID CHANCE FOR A 
PHYSICIAN.— I will give my practice, amounting to 
from $4,000 to $6,000 per year, to a good live physician, if he 
will purchase my property, viz.: a good house (10 rooms) on 
two lots, all kinds of fruit, barn and out-houses, etc., for 
$3,500, first cost $6,000; in a city of 10,000 inhabitants, in the 
oil country of phy aes four railroads. Reason for 
selling; want to go to New York city. Will remain six months 
as partner; terms easy. Address, 
Scalpel, box 641, Detroit 
i OT SPRINGS DRUG STORE FOR SALE.—A rare 
chance for a live man, witha little money. Reason 
for selling—business in Cincinnati requires my whe 
tion. Address, 


e atten- 
Dr. W. W. Clark, care of Grand Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


rs SALE, in California—A country practice, and 
an improved farm of 40 acres, containing vineyard, 
orchards, artesian wells, etc., for sale, or exchange for a 
drug store, and property, suitable for an M. D., in some 
growing town, in the West Kentucky, or Texas preferred. 
Address, 
J. R. Gregory, M. D., Westminster, Los Angeles Co., Ca. 











| I OCATION—PHYSICIAN.—A good paying p. 

4 office, fixtures and medicine, good two story dwelling 
| house, barn and all necessary outbuildings and two corner 
lots in a thriving little railroad town and era farming com- 
munity for $2,000, three-fourths cash, balance in twelve 
months. Reasons for selling, want to go into the drug busi- 
ness. For further particulars address with stamp, 

A. C., Huron, Ind. 


JYHYSICIAN—LOCATION —A good location for a phy- 
sician, especially a young man, in a country town; 
splendid farming district all around, nearest town ten miles, 
Wish to sell only office and practice. Reasons for selling, 
must attend to other business. Address, 
P. O. Box 7, New Bedford, Bureau Co., Ii. 





ae SALE-A patios worth $6,000 per annum (and worth 
much more if night business is attended to) in a liv 
northern city on Mississippi river; or will sell a half interest 
in business. For particulars address, with stamp, 
““M. D,” box 641, Detroit, Mich. 





rer SALE—A paying drug store located in best part of 

Cumberland Valley, Pa., within twenty miles of Harris- 
burgh. Stock, $1,500 cash; fixtures belong to building, 
Address, 





- Jalap, Oakville, Pa. 


7. PHYSICIAN—I will sell you my practice, house 
(new and large), barn, one-half acre of land, fruit t 

good well, ete., for $450, cost $600. Reason, wish to locate 

a distance with another practitioner. Good practice. Terms 

easy. Address, J. S. Seeley, M. D., Cordova, Minn. 


r Ss 


OR SALE-—An office, drugs, instruments, horse and 
carriage, outfit complete; business $3,000 a year. 15,000 
population. I wish to remove to California. This is a 
opening for an eclectic. 
Prof. R. R. Hall, M. D., Aurora, IL 


GOOD OPENING fora physician and surgeon ina 
4X growing country village of about 5,000 inhabitants, a No. 
1 house with barn, worth about $4,000. Satisfactory reasons 
given for selling or exchan "’ 

Dr. W. J. Wilcox, Hoosick Falls, N. Y. 

A FINE CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY.—We will sell 
P our stock of drugs and fixtures, valued at $1,200, at 
two-thirds invoice with ten per cent off for all cash advanced. 
Time will be given on part if desired. Location is one of the 
best in north-east Indiana. Good reasons for selling. 

Address, S. & B., box 100, Decatur, Ind. 
| RUG STORE FOR SALE—Business good, will turn 
over a practice worth $3,000 per annum to purchaser— 
bad health. Address, 
A. P. Reed, M. D., Allenville, Cape Co., Mo. 


OR SALE—Anestablished location, good house, stables, 
office, three-fourths acre of land, fruit, etc., in nice vil- 
lage, good roads, good country. Price, $1,000, half cash. I 
wish to go west. For particulars, address, 
J. A. Comstock, M. D., Marietta, Shelby Co., Ind. 


ee SALE—Physician’s residence, three lots, office, sta- 
ble, et«., in a Quaker neighborhood, Ogden, Ind. Price 
$1,009 on long time; for cash, less. Address, 
E. N. Tull, M. D., Fairland, Ind. 


store established thirty years, west 
-rice $1,200—$500 cash, balance to suit 

















pe SALE—A dru 
end of the city. 
purchaser. Address, 
Dr. I. B. Moore, 1924 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Washington, D. C. 


‘ITUATION WANTED.— Young man with three years’ 
experience wishes situation as clerk in a drug store, 
Strictly temperate. References from last employer. Ad- 


dress, 
C. H. Willard, Friendship, Allegany Co., N. Y. 


y 7 ANTED TO FORM A PARTNERSHIP with some 

experienced physician, who has a large practice. Can 

give good references as to character and abiity. For further 

information address 
Medicus, box 70, Lisbon, Linn Co., Iowa. 

JHYSICIAN’S LOCATION.— Any regular graduate 

desiring a ood location inmnediately, on most favorable 
terms, can learn of one with particulars, by addressing 

Box 57, Davison Station, Genesee Co., Mic! 














JHYSICIAN’S LOCATION.—For sale in a good town 
situated in the finest valley in the State of Ohio; good 
property very low, terms easy, good practice; satisfactory 
reason for selling out. Address, 
W. F. Coopper, Brandt, Miami Co., Ohio. 


7 OR SALE, immediately; location, mare, sulky, harness, 
medicine, all the et ceteras to start a young man ii 
ractice. I think the mare alone worth $300; will take $350 
or all. Want to go West. Correspond with 
Dr. Wm. Wood, Malta, Morgan Co., Ohio. 











